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BY FATHER PAUL 


A CATHOLIC FAMILY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO CHRISTIAN UNITY AND MISSIONS 
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Christmas at Graymoor. Pictured 
during spiritual reading time are 
Brothers Stanislaus and Stephen, 
Graymoor Brothers stationed at St. 
Christopher’s Inn. This year the Inn 
observed its 50th anniversary. In 





their and works during the 


prayers 
Christmas season the Friars are especially grateful to their thousands of 
benefactors and friends. And they wish all of them the holiest and happiest 
Christmas and a joyful New Year. 


Cover Articles. More and more families are striving to put a Christian 
spirit into their observance of Christmas, Joseph R. Thomas, 
with The Advocate, the Archdiocesan publication of Newark, N.J., 
a way in which the family may prepare for this great feast. In our second 
article, Florence Wedge explains the significance of Gold, Frankincense 
and Myrrh. Pages 4 and 8. 





associated 
describes 


A Novice’s Life. People frequently ask about the routine of the Novitiate 

the year of training which begins with the reception of the religious 

habit. Receiving the Habit gives an inkling of the life led by our Friar- 
Novices. Page 16. 


Teen Topics. For the past few issues, Friars from Assumption Seminary, 

Chaska, Minnesota, have been writing our teenage column. This month 
Henry J. Heckman, O.F.M. Conv., offers some unique gift suggestions. 
Page 29. 


What Our Readers Like. To date, the Lamp department enjoyed most 
by our readers is Question of the Month, closely followed by Editorials. 
1 January we plan a full report on “What Our Readers Like.” 


Graymoor’s New Building. As of December 1, here’s how the new 

Seminary Building looks. All the windows have been put in. The inside 
work now begins. Discernible in front of the building is Fr. Bonaventure 
Koelzer, S.A., Vicar General, with the architect’s representative and the 
general superintendent. See photo below. 


“John XXIII: Pope of Unity.” 
Frs. Titus Cranny and DeSales Standerwick discuss the Holy Father’s 
efforts for Christian unity. 


“Lay Apostles of 1960.” Bernard J. Lammers presents a vivid picture of 
the work of AID, a lay missionary organization. 
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Finder of things lost 
Worker of miracles 
Helper in necessities 





INVOKE 
ST. ANTHONY 


A NEW NOVENA 
BEGINS 
EVERY TUESDAY 


“Recently I moved into an 
apartment where there is a gas 
how 
to take care of it. One day 
it flared up and I could not 


recall how to remedy it. I 


heater and was taught 


immediately appealed to St. 
Anthony for help and prom- 
ised bread his 


for In- 


stantly the heater seemed to 


poor. 


adjust itself. That happened 
two weeks ago and I have had 
no further trouble. This is not 
the first time St. Anthony has 
helped me.” M.A.F. 


Send your petitions and donations to 


St. Anthony’s Bread for the poor to: 


GRAYMOOR FRIARS 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


LETTERS 








Real Estate 
Dear F 
give St 


ither: May 
Anthony 
patron saint of real estate 
to know why I send 
this extra money! Well 
due St. Anthony. He is a good business 
saint. When my last 


year to give up his business, we just did 


I humbly propose t 
i new title: St. Anthony, 
You must like 


every 


you month 


it Is a COMMISSION 


husband was told 


not know what to do. He has had two 
heart attacks and can’t do much hard 
work. After careful study, we decided to 
move to Miami and buy some income 
property. It was futile until T asked St 
Anthony for help. So here, out of no- 
where, we realized just what we wanted 


After we took over we had bad luck and 
many vacancies. After paying my com 
nission to St. Anthony for the building 


I decided to ask him to send us the right 
And real estate 
agent’s he Ip) people came in just because 
they little sign. Now we are all 
rented, thanks to St. Anthony 

You, dear Father, need money for your 
new wing like to donate this 
building fund. We 
than satisfied 


tenants (no ad, no 


saw my 


and so I 
commnussion to your 
are happy here und 


if all stays this way 


ore 


Thank you for your prayers and good 
luck and success to your fine work 


Mrs. E.R. 


Home for Daughter 
Dear Father 
an apartment and had expected to move 
in December 15th. She put her furniturs 
in storage on December Ist and by the 
15th learned that the people had changed 
She and her 
family had no home now and had to stay 
at my small place. It was nothing short of 
a miracle when a friend called 
they heard of an apartment. 
Thank God my daughter has a home 
again. I prayed and promised St. Anthony 
$5.00 (enclosed) if this almost impossibl 
request was granted, M.F. 


My daughter was promised 


their plans about moving 


saying 


Engagement Ring 

Dear Father: Enclosed is a check for a 
meal bond to feed your poor. T promised 
this bond as I had lost my engagement 
ring valued at $1000. IT was frantic and 
asked St. Anthony to please let me find 
it. After searching the factory where I 
work for one and a half hours, together 
with two other women, T went home, but 
all I could say over and over again was 
“St. Anthony, please help me find my 
ring.” I couldn't believe St. Anthony 
would not hear my prayer. T went hom« 
feeling very desperate. When T got home 





to put my other jewelry in the box, there 
a real mystery as my 
it that day as 
Anthony 


was the ring. It is 
friend said | was wearing 
I always do and IT feel that St 


took care of it when T lost it 


Please publish this letter so that it 
will help others as good St. Anthony 
always helps me. AF, 
Intercession 
Dear Father: Enclosed is an offering in 
honor of St. Anthony for his intercession 
in my behalf. Please publish as I prom- 
ised publication if my favor was granted 


Thank vou, kK Pi 
loss by Fire 

Dear Father: Enclosed please find $10.00 
This little donation is to honor the good 
Lord and Blessed St. Anthony 
ised this donation tor the gracious favors 
I have 


my letter published in) your 


I prom- 
received, I also promised to have 
wonderful 
magazine 

I lost my hair, health and a good deal 
lost my home and other pos- 
sessions through a fire that broke out ina 
20-family apartment house where I lived 
We all did, living on the floor, 
and lost in the fire. I had 
been looking for another apartment some 
time before the fire, and had packed 
ibout LO large cartons of linen and other 
household things. When I 
the burned building I prayed that if pos- 
sible to salvage at least what Thad 
packed and 1 granted this favor 
though all the furniture and other things 
were lost. 1 prayed for an apartment, th 
restoration of my hair, health and weight 
and all these things have been grant “d 


of weight 


second 


two lives were 


came out of 


was 


to me E.W. 
Pigs Return 
Dear Father: I'm writing about a very 


great favor received from St. Anthony 
We had just bought pigs to raise for 
our next year’s meat at the cost of $84 
The next day when I took a friend to see 
them all we found was an empty pen 
The children and I started looking for 
them all over the country. I promised St 
Anthony the three dollars which I would 
receive for doing a neighbor's wash the 
next week if the pigs were returned. A 
few hours later all six pigs came march- 
ing home and right into their pen—which 
is very unusual for pigs at any time and 
especially for those at a new home be- 
cause we had them less than 24 hours 
We are thankful to St. Anthony. 
Mrs. H.A.L. 


If you have promised publication and your letter does not appear, do not become upset or worried 


You keep your promise once you send us 
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the letter 


and give us permission to publish it. 





4 burse 
required 
Friar fe 
Your co 
hles th 
restho 

se li 
Honor ¥ 
the sam 
advance 


Immaculat 
Mrs. TE 


Our Lady 
y 


N 
St. Antho 
M MC 





NY $20 
MC. N.Y 
M wy 
A $ 
$1 
M OQ 
40; DS 
Jude 
Mr AK 
Ma $ 
VD, Was 
I., N.Y 
$2; Mrs 
IM, Pa 
& Mrs. J 
Mrs. CD 
St. Joseph 
& M 
Our Lady 
J N.Y 
SS. Dymp! 
Mrs. MM 
0Z, N.Y 
Our Lady 


Miss VD 
$2 


Blessed M 
PS, Fis 


Holy Souls 
Mrs. AL 


Sacred Hey 
Mrs. JK 


Infant of 
Mrs. KB, 
JIM, Mich 
$ 

Brother A) 
AS. N.Y. 
St. Ann: 
KJ, N.Y. 
VF. N_Y 
$5 
Space de 
donation 
fied tha 
Burse o 
Friars an 


$I 





SS 
ox, there 
ry as my 


it day as 
Anthony 


» that it 
Anthony 
AP 


fering in 
eTcession 
I prom- 
granted 


K.P.L 


d $10.00 
the good 
I prom- 
us favors 
1 to have 
vonderful 


rood deal 
ther pos- 
ep out Ina 
e I lived 
md floor, 
ire. I had 
vent some 
1 packed 
and other 
1e out of 
vat if pos- 
it Thad 
his favor 
ver things 
ment, th 
id weight 
n grant “dl 


E.W. 


ut a very 
nthony 
raise for 
st of $84 
nd to see 
npty pen 
oking for 
ymised St 
h I would 
wash the 
turned. A 
ne march- 
en—which 
time and 
home be- 
24 hours 


y. 
rs. H.A.L. 


or worried 
sh it. 





meormpleked 


4 burse is the estimated sum of money 
required for the education of a Graymoor 
Friar for the priesthood. 
Your contribution towards a burse en- 
hles this Friar to reach his goal—the 
rresthood. Is vour patron saint among 
se listed below? You are invited to 
honor vour heavenly namesake and at 
the same time help a Graymoor Friar 
advance to the priesthood. 


e Saint 





Honor your favo 





Immaculate Conception: 

Mrs. TE, N.Y., $1; Mrs. IA, Mass., $1 

Our Lady of the Atonement 4,042.54 
N.Y $2 


$1,028.70 


st Anthony: 
Mrs. MC, N 





fiss.. $1° F r 


Calif.. $5: J N.Y ¢ $1 
Mrs. GN, Wast D«¢ 

M IK, Tex., $ Mr VI 
Mic! $1; M T. N $ 
Mr. & Mr Cc N 

Mrs J U $é MP. 
N.Y., $2 & Mr ) 





AK fr E 
M $1 r Cr Wash 
VD, Wash DC r 
I. N $1; MB Y., $3.30 
$2; Mrs. JM J.. $5; Mrs 





1M ‘a $ I 
& Mrs. JD, Miss.. $2; Mrs. A 
Mrs. CD, N.J., $2; Mrs. TE, N.Y 
eph 
Mr. & Mrs. CD, N.Y., $2; Mrs. GH, Ark 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: 
JC, N.Y., $1 





SS. Dymphna & Peregrin 
Mrs. MM, N.Y.. $1: Mr 
0Z, N.Y 2 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: 

Miss VD, Wash D.C., $5; Mrs. HM, L.I 


RS. N.H., $1.50: Mr 





$2. 
Blessed Martin de Porre 
Fla., $5 Mrs I 


K A. Mass $1 Mrs 

Mich $5 
sacred Shoulder: 2,398.95 
Mrs. AH, Md., $5 
Mt ita: 1,921 
Miss VD. Ws D.c., $5: Mr. & Mrs.’ C} 





ast 
Puerto Rico, $5: Mrs. AL, Conn., $1 
‘i Saints: 





1,353.37 
Mrs. AL, Conn $2; Mrs. RL, La $40 
Our Lady of Fatima 1,199.50 
Mrs. EE, Pa., $5 
St. Michael 803.50 
A & ST. Calif $10; Mr. & Mr HW. O $6 
Mrs. TM, N.Y.C.. $ EH, O., $10; Mrs. R, Kar 
$3; J Family, Pa., $1 
Holy Souls 784.7 
Mrs. A Conr $1 vie 
Sacred Heart 780.88 
Mrs. JK, N.Y $4; Mrs. JW, NJ $1 Mr fy 
Mrs. TF, N.J., $5: Mr. & Mrs. CD, N.J.. $2: UP 
Tex., $1; Mrs. RL R.I $1; JM, N.Y.C $10 
JM. N.Y.C., $10; Mrs. IA, Mass., $1 
St. Francis of Assisi: 686.39 
Mrs. GM, Mass., $2 
St. Maria Goretti 594.10 


JS, Minn., $5: JF. Pa.. $20 





Holy Family 567.00 
Gl $2 

St. Philomen 544.00 
M $1; Mrs. SM, N.Y., $9 


ue: 393.59 
ts. KB, N.J.. $1: Mrs. CP, Conn., $5: Mrs 
IM, Mich., $5; Miss FB, O., $2; Mrs. TE. N.Y., 


$1 

Brother Andre: 218.62 
AS. N.Y., $2. 

St. Ann: 159.7 
KJ. N.Y., $1; Mrs. WL, Calif.. $3; Mr. & Mrs 
VP. N.Y., $2; Mrs. RL. R.I., $1: Mrs. FS, N.Y 


Space does not allow us to list all Burse 
donations. However. each donor is noti- 
fied that his donation is added to the 
Burse of his preference and that the 
Friars are grateful. 


SUPPORT A GRAYMOOR BURSE 


Tuts Mosaic of the 
Immaculate Concep- 
tion is one of the treas- 
ures of Mary’s new 
shrine in the Nation’s 
Capital. On November 
20 of this vear this 
magnificent shrine, 
constructed by the 
efforts of American 
Catholics as an act of 
loyalty to their Immac- 
ulate Mother, was ded- 
icated. On that day 
public prayers were 
offered in all the Cath- 
olic Churches of the 
United States to honor 
the Patroness of our 
Nation. 

By her unique priv- 
ilege Mary was pre- 
served from all stain of 
original sin from the 


first moment of her 





conception. Holiness, innocence, and justice were conferred 


upon her. 


Under the patronage of the Immaculate Conception, thou- 
sands of American missionaries are now going forth to bring 
Christian truth to remote parts of the world. Priests, Brothers, 
and Sisters from every one of the 50 States may be found in 
Japan, Africa, or the islands of the South Pacific. 

In order to provide for the training of the Graymoor Friars 


who are preparing for the foreign missions, many of our good 


benefactors contribute to a Graymoor Burse. One of these burses 


is the estimated sum of money required for the education of 


a Graymoor Friar for 
made bright by 


the Priesthood. During the month 


Marys Feast —- December 8—we call your 


attention to the Burse in honor of the Immacu- 


late Conception. 


t 
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by JOSEPH 


THE ADVENT WREATH 


as Christmas lost its true meaning for you— 
H possibly to be looked upon as a holiday for 
“children,” or an excuse for an excessive celebration, 
possibly a not-knowing-what-to-do-next torment 
made palatable by tinseled decorations? You’ve got 
plenty of company if you have overlooked Christ 
in Christmas. 

But you can gain a deeper spiritual insight into 
this great Feast of the Nativity. You can, if you 
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ate 
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Watnr' 





THOMAS 


prepare for it—just as the Church does—with the 
same meticulous care you devote to the material 
aspects of the celebration. 
One way, and a good one, is to prepare for the 
feast by putting the Church’s Advent liturgy to work 
for you in your home. How? By making or securing 
an Advent wreath and faithfully observing the ages- 
old, daily pre-Christmas rituals connected with the 
custom. Naturally, other devotions will be helpful 
but this is something associated with the Advent 
season which can be performed easily at home and 
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at the same time lead you step by step to the foot 
of the crib on Christmas morning, there to discover 
again and revel in the wonder of the Son of God 
made man. 

Advent of course opens the Church’s liturgical 
year and it is a significant term because the word 
itself 
arrival,” in this case the coming of Jesus Christ, the 


means “a coming, an approach, any great 
Saviour, born in a manger in Bethlehem. 

The four weeks of Advent are a time of prepara- 
tion for this great coming; a time to humble oneself 
and to store up spiritual gifts. They represent the 
ages between the fall of our first parents and the 
coming of Christ. 

At the same time, the period is intended to 
prepare us for the second Advent—the second com- 
ing of Christ on Judgment Day. Thus the Gospels 
for the first and last Sundays of the ecclesiastical 
year are concerned with this particular Advent, the 
end of the world. Advent is also a penitential period, 
ibeit a period mingled with joy which gradually 
builds to a climax, a spiritual ecstasy, on Christmas 
norn. 

All these aspects of preparation, of penance, of 
oy, and finally of new life, are incorporated in the 
ymbolism of the Advent wreath. The wreath itself 
is composed of a circular form on which evergreens 
laurel, cedar, pine, holly or whatever is available ) 
have been tied with wire or purple ribbon. Four 
candles (three purple and one pink or rose) and a 
purple ribbon tied in a bow decorate the wreath. 

The wreath, without beginning or end, symbol- 
izes eternity; the greens signify new life and growth; 
the four candles represent the four Sundays of 
Advent, purple being the penitential color and the 
pink or rose candle striking the note of joy and 
expectancy on Gaudete (Rose) Sunday, the third 
Sunday of Advent when the priest wears rose vest- 
ments at Mass. 

The ritual is simple enough, consisting of a pre- 
liminary blessing, usually given by the father or the 
head of the household. Thereafter the candles are lit 
nightly, usually at dinnertime; one candle being lit 
each night during the first week of Advent, two each 
night during the second week, and so on. Short, 
appropriate prayers taken from the Sunday Advent 
Masses are recited. 

On the Saturday before the first Sunday in 
Advent, the family gathers around the wreath and 
the father recites the following prayer: 

O God, by Whose word all things are sanctified, 
pour forth Thy blessing upon this wreath, and grant 
that we who use it may prepare our hearts for the 
coming of Christ and may receive from Thee abun- 
dant graces, Who livest and reignest forever. Amen. 

And then he sprinkles the wreath with holy 
water. 

The following day, the first Sunday of Advent, a 





purple candle is lit, either by the father or some 
member of the family designated by him. The father 
then says the appropriate prayer and the candle is 
allowed to burn until the meal is over. All that week 
the same ritual is followed, the same candle being 
lit, and the same prayer being said. , 

On the second Sunday of Advent, two purple 
candles are lit and the same procedure is followed 
all that week except that the prayer changes. The 
pink candle along with the two purple candles is lit 
starting on Gaudete Sunday, when the prayer again 
changes. All four candles are lit for the last week 
in Advent. 

The prayers which are said around the Advent 
wreath are the very short collects (the collect is the 
prayer preceding the Epistle) taken from the Mass 
of the appropriate Sunday. 

On the first Sunday, and all that week, the 
prayer reads this way: O Lord, stir up Thy might, 
we beg Thee, and come, that by Thy protection we 
may deserve to be rescued from the threatening 
dangers of our sins and saved by Thy deliverance. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The following week the prayer becomes: O Lord, 
stir our hearts that we may prepare for Thy only 
begotten Son, that through His coming we may be 
worthy to serve Thee with 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


made pure minds. 

On Gaudete Sunday, this prayer is introduced: 
O Lord, we beg Thee, incline Thy ear to our prayers 
and enlighten the darkness of our minds by the grace 
of Thy visitation. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Finally, there is the urgent plea for the fourth 
week: O Lord, stir up Thy power, we pray Thee, 
and come; and with great might help us, that with 
the help of Thy grace, Thy merciful forgiveness may 
hasten what our sins impede. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Once Christmas has arrived, the Advent wreath 
may be stripped of its candles, dotted with holly 
and used as a decoration. Or the purple and pink 
candles may be replaced with white candles and the 
wreath freshened with new greens to be used as a 
table piece with the candles being lit at the principal 
meal. The wreath may then be kept during the 
Christmas season, right up to Epiphany. 

More and more Catholics each year have been 
making the Advent wreath—a symbol of eternity—a 
part of their preparation for the Nativity. Spread of 
the devotion has coincided with the growing interest 
by the laity in the liturgical movement. 

One indication of the renewed popularity of the 
custom is the fact that ready-to-use Advent wreath 
kits may now be purchased in many stores. Up to a 
few years ago, it was almost impossible to buy so 
much as a purple candle, let alone a complete kit. 

Still, a certain amount of additional satisfaction 
can be gained from making the Advent wreath your- 
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self. The mechanics are simple enough so that even 
the rankest amateur, including the man or woman 
who is all thumbs, can make one. 

One way is to start with a circular form on which 
you can tie or wire the evergreens. Such forms, as 
well as the all-inclusive kits, are available in stores 
and they have built-in sockets for the candles. Once 
the wreath is made it is decorated with ribbons. 

Another way would be to cross two boards in the 
shape of a cross, bore holes to hold the candles in 
the four ends, build a frame with baling wire o1 
pliable wood (a barrel stave will do), and construct 
the wreath around that frame 

Another method, and probably the easiest of any 
of the completely made-at-home wreaths, is to make 
the wreath in a deep circular cake mold. 

First melt two bars of paraffin in the mold and 
when that has nearly hardened set the candles in 
place. Once the wax has completely hardened, cover 
it with an inch or more of soil to hold short pieces 
of evergreen. Then tie the ribbon around the base 
of the candles and decorate. If you want the ever- 
greens to retain their freshness, keep the soil moist. 

Regardless of how you prepare your wreath, 
you'll find that Advent has taken on liturgical depth; 
depth which can but enrich the spiritual life of your 
family, bringing all to a truer appreciation of the 
“The Word made flesh and 


Gospel account: was 


: sa 
dwelt among us. 





CHRISTMAS EVE PROGRAM 


H] ERES A PROGRAM Which will make the significance 


of Christmas Eve enter into your home. On 
Christmas Eve, after supper, parents and children 
gather at the appointed time. The father, as head of 
the family, lights the Christmas tree and the candles 
at the Crib. Then all sing the following two verses 


of the hymn Silent Night. All stand. 


SILENT NIGHT! Holy Night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child 
Holy Infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 


Silent Night! Holy Night! 
Shepherds first see the light, 
Hear the Alleluias ring, 
Which the angel chorus sing. 
Christ, the Saviour, has come, 


Christ, the Saviour, has come. 


All sit while the mother reads the following. 
(From the Roman Martyrology ) 
In the forty-second year of the Empire of Octa- 
vius Augustus, whilst all the earth was at peace; in 
the Sixth Age of the world. Jesus Christ, Eternal 


Most popular of the Advent customs handed down to us is the Advent Wreath with its four candles 
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God. and Son of the Eternal Father, willing to 
consecrate the world by His Gracious Advent, being 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, and the nine months 
ff His conception now being accomplished, in Beth- 
lehem of Juda, is born of the Virgin Mary, made 
nan. The birthday, according to the flesh, of ou 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Now the family arise and sing the third verse of 
Silent Night. 


SILENT NIGHT! Holy Night! 

Son of God, Light of Light. 
Streams of gladness flood the earth. 
From Thy candle at Thy birth. 
Jesus, Thou Light of the world! 
Jesus, Thou Light of the world! 


The father reads the beautiful portion from the 
Holy Gospel. All rise. 

From the Gospel of St. Luke 

And it came to pass, when the angels had de- 
parted from them into heaven, that the shepherds 
were saying to one another, “Let us go over to Beth- 
lehem and see this thing that has come to pass, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they 
went with haste, and they found Mary and Joseph, 
and the Babe lying in the manger. And when they 
had seen, they understood what had been told them 
concerning this Child. And all who heard marvelled 
at the things told them by the shepherds. But Mary 
kept in mind these words pondering them in her 
heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all that they had heard and seen, 
even as it was spoken to them. 

After the Gospel all recite slowly and with 
reverence the Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell; the third day He arose again 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven, sitteth 
at the right hand of God, the Father almighty: from 
thence He shall come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic 
Church. the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life ever- 
lasting. Amen. 

Now the mother prays as follows: 

Prayer from the Missal 

O God, who dost gladden us with the yearly 
expectation of our redemption, grant that we, who 
now joyfully receive Thine only begotten Son as 
our Redeemer, may also, without fear, behold Him 
coming as our judge, our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son: Who liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. 
All answer AMEN. 








Children love to hear the Christmas story 


Then, in conclusion the family sings 
Adeste Fideles 

O come all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant. 

To Jesus, to Jesus in Bethlehem: 
Come and behold Him. 

Born, the King of Angels, 

O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, 
Christ our Lord. 


At the end of this hymn children will wish thei 
parents a Blessed Christmas with the promise that. 
in the triple Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, they will 
thank God for all the gifts which they have received 
from their parents. Then let all spend some time 
together in the simplicity and joy of their hearts. 

Awesome and overwhelming is the brightness of 
the light which comes to us at Christmas. A further 
initiation into its understanding comes about through 
such observances held in the intimacy of the family. 
Further information on family observances for Ad- 
vent and Christmas may be obtained in Family 
Advent Customs and The Twelve Days of Christ- 
mas published by the Liturgical Press, Collegeville. 
Minnesota, for 15¢ and 95¢ respectively. t 
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by FLORENCE WEDGE 


ATCHERS of sheep and searchers of skies 
were among the first who took the road to 
Bethlehem The 
shepherds were alerted by angelic procla- 
mation; the Wise Men by the radiance of a mysteri- 


when Christ was born. 


ous star. 

Various legends insist that the men from the 
sheepfold brought gifts to the newborn Infant, but 
according to the Gospel account the Wise Men from 
the East, commonly called Magi or Kings, were the 
first Christmas gift givers. St. Matthew tells us that 
they opened their treasures and presented to the 
Child gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These 
inanimate offerings were beautiful coincidences and 
sermons in themselves. The gold symbolized the 
purity and kingship of Christ. The frankincense rep- 
resented the worship due to the Infant as the Son of 
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God. The myrrh was the emblem of the Babe's 
humanity. 

Still another meaning has been attached to the 
gifts of the Magi. The precious gold spoke of love- 
the love of God for us and our love for Him. The 
aromatic frankincense betokened the prayers of all 
of us. (Reminiscent of the words of the Psalmist: 
“Let my prayer come like incense before You.” ) The 
fragrant myrrh symbolized mortification and_ suf 
fering. 

For a Boy destined to live and die for His breth- 
ren, it was indeed a most appropriate gift. But His 
Mother must have shuddered as she accepted it. Was 
not a preview of the future perhaps granted to her 
in that moment? A preview of a lifeless Bod) 
wrapped in linen cloths with a mixture of myrrh and 
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Let us look over Mary’s shoulder at the Magis 
threefold offering. The memory of their gifts will 
never die, for each Nativity season sets them again 
before our eyes, as it sets before us the rays of the 
suiding star that led the searchers of the heavens to 
the Child who came down from heaven. 


JHERE was, first and most important, the gift of 
T cota. This providential offering must have come 
in very handy for the expenses of the Holy Family. 
Journeys and stopovers and little baby things always 
cost something. Then, too, the hurried flight into 
Egypt meant more expenses, and it had not been 
foreseen. 

Gold was rarer in the days of our Lord than it 
is now. Fourteen-karat gold rings were hard to come 
by and only royal hands wore them. The golden orna- 
ments retrieved from primitive graves in Egypt and 
lroy belonged either to monarchs or noble aristo- 
crats of the time. It was only when gold became a 
medium of exchange that it really began to go places. 
It is said to have come to Palestine by way of the 
northern Sudan and central Jordan, east and south 
f the Dead Sea. 

Frankincense was the second gift of the Magi. 
The word comes from the Old French franc encens, 
true incense. Frankincense was a fragrant gum resin 
obtained from a 15-foot tree of the genus Boswellia, 
ind a member of the torchwood family. The tree 
grew mainly in Arabia and Abyssinia and was held 
so sacred that only persons with blameless reputa- 
tions were allowed near it. Today, the sole “cousins” 
ff the frankincense providers are, in the continental 
United States, the rare elephant trees in California’s 
Imperial Valley and Gila Valley in the Sunshine State. 


) VERYONE knows that only God can make a tree. He 
) made this tree of incense with patchy bark and 
listorted limbs, as twisted as the snakes supposed 
by legend to keep watch around it. But a man didn’t 
mind the crooked shape when he had only to slit 
the bark and watch the flowing resin fall out in 
tiny globules which meant money for him once he 
shipped the product off to Aden or Bombay for 
grading and re-exporting. 

In ancient times frankincense as a curative agent 
found purchasers even in distant China, where it was 


* 





myrrh and 


used as an internal remedy for leprosy and a variety 
of ailments. 

Very likely the gift of frankincense did not take 
Mary and Joseph by surprise. Both were well ac- 
quainted with the Scriptures and presumably, also, 
with the sixtieth chapter of Isaias, in which the 
great prophet foretold: “All they from Saba shall 
come, bringing gold and frankincense: and showing 
forth praise to the Lord.” 

Joseph and Mary also knew, as did all fervent 
that the ritual of had 
been practiced in the Old Testament period by 
devout worshippers of the Deity. Too, the ancient 


Assyrians, Babylonians, Egyptians, and Persians of- 


Israelites, burning incense 


fered incense to their divinities. Frankincense as a 
gift to this God clothed in human flesh was definitely 
in order. For the Little One was truly “Emmanuel” 
—God among men. 


NCIDENTALLY, the incense our priests use at High 
Mass and Benediction is powder or grains of resin 
or vegetable gums or other similar substances which 
emit a sweet-smelling smoke. A Sacramental blessed 
by the Church, the zeal that 


should burn in a Catholic heart, while the fragrance 


incense represents 
symbolizes the good odor of Christian virtues. Its 
use was for a time prohibited in the Western Church 
because of its close connection with pagan rites, but 
was definitely adopted around the year 500 A.D. 

The third gift was the type that must have 
brought tears to the eyes of the Child’s Mother. 
This was myrrh, a fragrant substance made from 
resin exuded by a balsam gray-barked shrub of the 
genus Commiphora, then prolific in eastern Africa 
and Arabia. 

Due to its pleasant odor, myrrh was widely used 
as a perfume, as may be seen if we turn to the 
second chapter of the Book of Esther or the third 
of the Canticle of Canticles. The following words 
from the latter are often applied to Our Blessed 
Lady: “Who is she that goeth up by the desert, as 
a pillar of smoke of aromatical spices, of myrrh, 
and frankincense, and of all the powders of the 
perfumer?” 

In the early years of the Christian era, long 
months were spent in gathering the small lumps of 
reddish brown myrrh. Then (Cont. on page 30) 


\ 


qed 
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Unite 


Meetings Postponed 


>"Unity has had a setback," declared several secular magazines last month. They Col 
were speaking about the "indefinite postponement” of several informal meetings »Cons 
scheduled for early next year between Eastern Orthodox and Catholic theologians. goes 

Several observations are in order. In the first place the meetings 


referred to were strictly private enterprises planned with the knowledge and halt 

permission of the Church authorities. They were not official ventures of the likew 
Church itself, nor were non-Catholic participants so commissioned by their own Sabba 
groups. if yo 


Secondly, the press reports of the proposed meetings had the effect of 
making them appear to be denominational negotiations, which, of course, they were not, 4 
Finally, the public statements and the criticism of some non-Catholic An 
religious leaders would seem to have prejudiced any favorable outcome at this time. >" Ca) 
To be successful a meeting of this sort should be private (though author- 





ized), informational only, friendly, and there should be some reasonable ground of ag 
tangible benefit of some sort. It would seem that in the judgment of the Church is tl 
authorities these objectives could not be hoped for in the present circumstances, enas 
so they were called off. Some misplaced resentment has been expressed in some their 


quarters at the cancellation of the meetings. But some of the very difficulties 
which have occasioned the cancellation may have come from these very quarters. 


Th 
First U.S. Born Saint? PIn 


2 Chr 
mPIt now appears that some time during the Christmas season Pope John XXIII may artic 
issue the decree proclaiming the "heroic" degree of the virtues of Elizabeth used 
Seton—foundress of the American branch of the Sisters of Charity (Emmitsburg know] 
Md.). A few weeks ago Pope John remarked: "There is reason to hope that in a 
relatively short time Mother Seton's cause may... be brought to a happy Sacre 
conclusion." In this first stage towards her canonization, she would be sense 
designated as "Venerable." Chris 

If Mother Seton should be advanced to this first step on the road to 
canonization, Americans will have reason to rejoice. A prominent surgeon's daughter 
and New York's "most beautiful debutante" of the 1790s, Elizabeth Bayley Seton Chris 
joined the Catholic Church in 1805. She had been a devout Episcopalian. Soon she 
had established three schools—the nucleus of the far-flung U.S. parochial-school acco} 
System. : 
litur 
» " both 
Religious Contemplation 
the ( 


Sometimes American Catholics are charged with spiritual shallowness by European 
authors who make quick visits to our country to gather grist for their writing- 
mills. Reading the London Times the other day, we came across something which Am 
attributes a sign of spiritual depth to American Catholicism. 





" 
According to the Times there is taking place in the United States "the most . 
remarkable revival of monastic life since the Middle Ages." It was pointed out e 
that the Trappists alone during the past 15 years have established nine new tbe 
foundations in the U.S. as well as sending a community from Massachusetts to ie 
Argentina. In 1951 the Carthusians began a community in Vermont, and last year ae 
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the Camaldolese started a house in California. Now another group is being 
welcomed to Ohio. 

"Many thoughtful observers have spoken of the superficiality of the 
contemporary upsurge of religion, with its emphasis on Church affiliation as an 
expression of good fellowship and as a means of rounding out a prosperous life," 
but this flowering of the contemplative life, observes the Times correspondent, 
"is a development on a plane apart from the popular religious revival in the 
United States." 


Combatting Commercialism 


PConscientious Catholics are frequently disturbed by the increased selling which 
goes on on Sundays. What can be done about it? 

Here's the plan of action advised by Archbishop Ritter of St. Louis to 
halt unnecessary Sunday selling: 1. Buy only on weekdays and urge others to do 
likewise. 2. If you are a Sunday employee, gently remind your boss of the 
Sabbath's sacred character; if a Sunday employer, examine your conscience to see 
if your service is necessary. 3. Join in group efforts to stop Sunday commercialism. 


Anything to Divide 


>"Captured" is the title of a new movie produced by Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of Church and State (POAU). When the reels are 
sent to various small and not-so-small towns for projecting, the intended lesson 
is that Catholics in many localities are taking over the public schools. It's 
amazing what some people will think up when their aim is to divide Catholics from 
their fellow Americans. 


The Church's Season 


PIn our "lead" article in this issue of The Lamp, the Advent Wreath custom and 
1 Christmas Eve program for the family is suggested. Elsewhere, there is an 
article on "liturgical" dancing. In these two articles the term liturgical is 
used in a broad sense—namely, as practices which encourage an interest in and 
knowledge of the Liturgy. 

The Liturgy itself consists of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the 
Sacraments, and the public, solemn prayer of the Church. The Liturgy in this 
sense, Pope St. Pius X called "the primary and indispensable source of the true 
Christian spirit." 

To live the liturgical life means principally the following three things: 

1) To cultivate a deep appreciation of the Mass, the central act of 
Christian worship. 

2) To foster active internal and external participation in the Mass 
according to the mind and regulations of the Church. 

3) To build up a deep love and understanding of the sacraments, the 
liturgical year, the sacramentals and the prayer of the Church thus constituting 
both the pattern and the force of Christian life. 

In this way not only Christmas and Easter but also the lesser feasts of 
the Church year will be a source of joy for us. 


American Ambassadors 


>"I think there should be a Hall of Fame," writes a Lamp reader, "for heroes like 
Doctor Thomas A. Dooley who are practicing the art of healing among unfortunate 
natives in the rain-drenched forests of Laos." We agree. Such persons are the 
living examples of the charity of America. And to Dr. Dooley's name we add that 
of Miss Genevieve Caulfield who organized the first school for the blind in 
Thailand. 
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HE native land of the Arabs is a rocky and 

arid peninsula compared with its neighboring 

territories of the Fertile Crescent. Out of this 

sandy sector of the world nevertheless there 
exploded a religious movement which rocked a great 
part of the world. Mecca, an insignificant town in 
the land of nomads, caravans, and camels, was the 
birthplace of Mohammed—the alleged prophet of this 
new religion. To his townsmen he seemed at first an 
agitator and dreamer, but soon he enlisted 300 de- 
voted followers. These formed a nucleus of a band 
which today is said to number 300 million. 

From Medina and Mecca it travelled like a desert 
storm until, in 732, a hundred years after Moham- 
med’s death, Islam’s crescent flew over the Middle 
East, Persia, Afghanistan, parts of India, Spain, and 
even to the gates of Tours in France. A far-reaching 
Arab empire professed belief in one God and Mo- 
hammed, His prophet. 

For the Muslim, the astounding spread of Mo- 
hammedanism and its worldly success was clear 
proof of God’s guidance. Tribe after tribe across the 
Arab waste had surrendered to God. On horse and 
with sword these tribes had driven on to further 
conquests. Under the green banner of the prophet 
they went forward until their borders surpassed that 
of the Romans. 

This success made the Muslim deduce the moral: 
God through Mohammed had given men a code to 
live by. Those who listened and accepted this code 
were followers of God. Territorial expansion and 
worldly success were credentials of this belief. 

When Islam began to experience a decline, these 
credentials could be called into question. In 1258, for 
example, Baghdad fell before the Mongols. Don Juan 
of Austria destroyed the Turkish fleet at Lepanto in 
1574. The golden age had passed. In subsequent 
centuries this decline continued as European nations 
—notably the Dutch, British, and French—made 
great inroads into what was once Islamic power. 


CCORDING to Wilfred Cantwell Smith, in his recent 
LA. book Islam in Modern History, this is still the 
crisis of Islam in the twentieth century. If historic 
decline is a sign of divine displeasure, how can the 
modern Muslim set his golden age again into motion? 
Since the Muslim does not distinguish between the 
temporal and the spiritual, it is a problem which is 
religious as well as political. 

A number of modern moves have been made to 
reconstruct Islam. One of these was the Waliyullah 
movement in India. Fundamentally this was a protest 
against external influence by the West. Another was 
that made by the Wahhabis in Arabia. This move 
aimed to discard modern luxuries and to return to 
primitive Mohammedan conditions. For a number of 
years many Muslim orators ranged through the Arab 
world calling for internal renewal and external lib- 
eration. Jamal ud-Din el-Afghani, for example, struck 
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out at Western imperialism and called for a return to 
the grandeur of classical Islam. 

Islam also experienced a liberal movement. Some 
Muslims who had been educated in secular universi- 
ties of Europe and the U.S. attempted to graft the 
secular ideas with Muslim thought. They disagreed 
with what they considered the superstitious side of 
Mohammedanism. 

A more powerful force operating within Islam 
today is nationalism. The people of the Arab world 
feel that if they are to regain their former important 
position among nations, they must free themselves of 
foreign domination. On this negative side of their 
nationalism they are all agreed. But when it comes 
to a positive program of action, they are not so sure, 


ost powerful of all is the religious force within 
1Vi Islam. Many of the students of Mohammed's life 
accept his sincerity. In other words, whatever we 
might say about the genuineness of the Koran, Mo- 
hammed appears to believe that he received its 
message God. derives _ its 


strength from the fact that it claims a divine revela- 


from Islamic religion 
tion. It seems certain that in whatever manner the 
Arab world solves its problems, their religion will 
play an important role in the solution. 

What are the essentials of this religion? Muslims 
everywhere accept the Koran and believe in “surren- 
der to God,” which is the meaning of the word 
Islam. The Koran teaches that God made the world 
and that He has intervened in history. The relation- 
ship of Muslims to God is one of submission rather 
than a personal one. 

Mohammed's moral code was given to a primitive 
desert people. It forbids the killing of infants. It 
exhorts care of the needy, the widow, the orphan. 
It forbids slander and enjoins modesty. It appreves 
divorce. In many cases, as for example the recent 
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divorce of the Shah of Iran, the reason given for the 
divorce is that the couple is childless. 

Islam presents a teaching that is simple. It de- 
mands very little that is difficult to accomplish; it 
imposes few painful obligations. It promises consid- 
erable advantages in this world as well as in the 
next. It simply asks loyal submission to God and faith 
in the mission of His prophet Mohammed. In essence, 
this is the whole Muslim religion. But it is presented 
after the manner of a serious, authentic message 


dating from ancient times. 


DHERENCE to Islam brings with it something con- 
A sidered big and important, namely—membership 
in the Muslim community. By fulfilling a few peri- 
odic obligations one remains a member of a group 
and is in good standing. 

Does the religion of Islam lead towards Christian- 
ity? To this the answer must be no. Islam preaches 
the rejection of the basic mysteries dearest to the 
heart of a Christian, namely—the Blessed Trinity, the 
Incarnation, and the Redemption. Islam ignores the 
fall of man and rejects the Christian Gospel. 

Mohammed began his religious career misunder- 
standing Christianity. He considered the doctrine of 
the Trinity a profession in three Gods. In the Koran 
he wrote, “...they surely are infidels who say ‘God 
is the third of three’—for there is no god but one 
God.” Even to this day most Mohammedans labor 
under this misconception. 


URTHERMORE, the recent stirrings toward national- 
F ism in the Arab world has been accompanied by a 
rejection of the political and religious ideals of the 
West. Just as every Muslim is considered a mission- 
ary, a representative of his religion, so also every 
European or American is considered a representative 
of Christianity. Many of our “representatives” have 


Islam is still a force striving for the 


soul of Africa. But it is only the Church 


which can satisfy Africa’s aspirations 





been found wanting. Unfortunately, there is the 


added irony that Islam flirts with Communism, which 
it does not seem to consider a dangerous enemy, 
while at the same time it fights Christianity at every 
step. At long last, Nasser and other leaders seem to 
be grasping the evils inherent in Communism. 

The long-standing gap between Christianity and 
Islam has not been lessened by the divisions among 
Christians. The separated churches of the East are 
the ones with which Muslims are probably best 
acquainted. Yet these have been cut off from Rome 
by schism for many centuries. The call of Pope John 
XXIII for an Ecumenical Council may have, in God’s 
providence, the indirect effect of bringing Islam 
toward a better understanding of Christianity. 


p to now the teaching of Christ has not made any 
U serious progress among the followers of Islam. 
For centuries, of course, Christian and Muslim met 
on the battlefield. In recent years small groups of 
Christians and Muslims have been meeting in the 
conference hall. Such contacts are a beginning to- 
wards melting the prejudices of the past. But it will 


take many prayers and many missionaries to acquaint 
Islam with the Gospel of Christ. t 


















An awareness of the beauty of the 


Feasts of Christmas and Easter may be 
expressed through the dance. Here’s 


how it was done by some college girls 


by ODILIA MARIE JACQUES 


HAT? 

Thus I reacted when I first heard that a 

program of liturgical dancing was being 

presented at my alma mater, Our Lady of 
the Lake College, in San Antonio, Texas. To me, as 
to hundreds of others, the idea of dancing as prayer 
After all, 
prayer was the lifting up of the heart and mind to 
God, I reasoned, forgetting that in the greatest act 
of worship, the Mass, the body plays a vital part 
as we kneel, sit, or stand to demonstrate our mental 
attitude. 

So it was with a bit of apprehension that | 
decided to investigate this new idea. The protagonist 
of this innovation was Sister Elaine, C.D.P., who is 
noted for some outstanding and unusual compositions 
in the field of liturgical music. I had to admit that 
while her Mass compositions utilizing Negro spiritu- 
als, and later Indian chants, had left me utterly cold 
at first, they had been greatly acclaimed by mis- 
sionaries as effective in winning Negro and Indian 
converts. 


was somewhat astounding and absurd. 


Actually, as I found out, the idea of liturgical 
dancing is not new. It first originated with the Jewish 
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people as they honored the Ark, or the Holy of Hollies 
in Jerusalem. There they gathered to sing sacred 
songs on timbrels and on flutes. 

The Psalms themselves speak of the dance as an 
expression of prayer, joy, adoration, or petition, as 
for example, Psalm 29: “Thou hast turned my mourn- 
ing into dancing; Thou hast clad me with gladness,” 
or Psalm 159: “Let them praise His Name in the 
dance, with timbrel and harp let them make music 
to Him.” 

Even in ancient Spain, liturgical dancing has 
been part of the worship. A remnant of it still 
remains in the great cathedral of Seville where, on 
certain occasions, the altar boys dance a “catalan” to 
the beat of castanets right in front of the main altar, 

Still the idea of the dance as prayer to many seems 
irreverent and somewhat primitive, and even after 
viewing the beauty and dignity of liturgical dance, 
it is improbable that we would use it within the 
churches. Yet when one considers how the Church 
has transformed completely 


places and has used them for the greater glory of | 


God, the idea of sanctifying the dance, which has 
in many instances so debased man, seems appropriate 
to moderns. 


np if the idea seems startling and impossible, onc 
A need only imagine how the early Christians must 
have felt at taking over the pagan temples; or at 
trving to convert the heathen feast of the sun into 
the Christian Christmas. Further, one need only 
think of how graphically different the native African 
or Chinese melodies must have seemed at first to the 
missionaries as they used the old to introduce the 
new; as they applied Christian words to native tunes. 

While the idea is surprising, the songs and dances 
of liturgical dancing, if well done, can unite man’s 


; ta ; . 
complete nature in worship, giving his senses the 





The history of the Nativity of Christ is told through the rhythmic 
movements and meditative gestures of the dance 





pagan practices and | 
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added stimulation of movement in awakening the 


meditative aspects of the mysteries narrated 

The two programs of liturgical dancing presented 
at Our Ladv of the Lake College seemed very much 
in keeping with the spirit of prayer and meditation 
required in the liturgy of the Church. One program, 
Ihe Madonna of the Nativity, was presented in 
December; the other, God So Loved the World, was 


given on Palm Sunday. 


YREGORIAN chant was used in both programs with 
(; the Seven 
portray all of the Old Testament Prophecies in the 


Greater Antiphons being used to 
first program. In rhythmic movements and medita- 
tive gestures the dancers conveyed to the audience 
the endlessly long infinity of waiting for the coming 
of the Messias. By an individual interpretation of the 
prophecies by the dancers, the audience was given 
another, deeper meaning: that Christ comes and will 
come to each man as he individually opens his heart 
to receive Him. The presentation, which then takes 
the viewer from the Annunciation to the Nativity, 
ends as Mary gives the Christmas rose to some of the 
angel dancers as she sings “Rosa Vernans.” 

The theme of the Advent season—one of joyous 
expectancy—is expressed visually as well as in song. 
The Seven Greater Antiphons, or as they are some- 
times called, the “O” 
Advent 
wretched condition of the fallen human race and 


Antiphons sum up all our 
expectation as they vividly express the 
its need of a Saviour. In the Office recited by 
priests and sung in monasteries these antiphons 
begin on the evening of December 17 and continue 
each night until Christmas Eve. 


Lenten Liturgy are 


YIMILARLY chants from the 
S used in “God So Loved the World.” In this pres- 
entation, the dancers begin with the spirit of joy, 





The events of the Old Testament have a deeper significance for 
Christians because of the hope of the Messias to come 


tation, and jubilation as the chorus sings the 
“Hosanna Filio David” of Palm Sunday. This is fol 
lowed by the Pange Lingua of Holy Thursday; the 
Stabat Mater of Friday; the Dirigatur, O 
Domine of Holy Saturday; and the Resurrexi, Alle- 


cC\ 


( ;00d 


luia of Easter Sunday : 

Only the Easter season can surpass Christmas 
in the dramatic beauty of the liturgy. Beginning 
with the events of Palm Sunday, when our Lord is 
welcomed into Jerusalem with palm branches, and 
until the Resurrection morn, we are given a series 
of events which neither voice, music, nor movement 
can fully narrate. Through the dance some of this 
beauty is transmitted. 

The purpose of the programs, according to Sister 
Elaine, it twofold: to bring to the performers and 
listeners a more conscious awareness of the beauty 
of the liturgy as well as the beautiful chants and 
texts surrounding the various liturgical functions: 
and to attempt to transtorm eurythmics, or the art of 
artistic bodily movement, into a kind of sacramental 

Working on the presentation with Sister Elain« 
were Sister Lourdes, drama and English teacher; 
Gerald Ingraham, choral director, and Mrs. Joanna 
Lee, eurythmics instructor. The four produced an 
inspiring, majestic presentation of the two events of 
our redemption. 

It would be virtually impossible to illustrate with 
words the beauty of the presentations. Since it is 
designed to incorporate man’s senses into his wor- 
ship, one has to see the productions in order to 
appreciate them, and their value. But in an age 
where so much is vying for man’s senses, it might be 
wise to consider that since the senses are, according 
to St. Thomas, the original avenues of knowledge, 
the greater number of man’s senses employed in 
worship, the richer will be his experience. t 





From the Annunciation to the Visitation and onwards the Joyful 


Mysteries ore reverently and dramatically depicted 
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HE centuries-old but always-impressive cere- 

mony of receiving the religious habit takes 

place when a group of young men have shown 

a desire and aptitude for the life of a friar. If 
they are accepted by a Religious Community, they 
may begin a year’s preparation for the religious life. 
For 46 of our recent novices—38 for the priesthood 
and eight for the brotherhood—it was the climax of 
varying periods of training. 

During a year of religious “basic training” known 
as the novitiate, they will, in the words of the Rule, 
“be instructed in regular discipline that they may 
understand the excellence of their vocation, the spirit 
of the Seraphic Order in general, and of our Congre- 
gation in particular.” 

The novitiate begins with the clothing in the 
Franciscan habit of the Graymoor Friars and the 
receiving of a new name. The new name replacing 
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Removing coat and tie 


signifies that a young man is 
reno cing the vanities 

the world in order to fol 
the royal road of the Cross 


With hands folded in the 
sleeves of their habits, 
newly-clothed Friar-novices 
go in procession back to 
Chapel after the outdoor 
ceremony 


one’s former name is an indication of the novice’s 
seclusion from the world as he begins this period of 
religious formation. 

Beginning at five o’clock each morning, each newly 
clothed novice will spend his days in prayer, study 
of the rule, and manual work. Silence is observed at 
all times except at the daily recreation period. At 
meals, all listen to spiritual reading by one of the 
novices except on great feast days when talking at 
meals is permitted. Manual labor involves anything 
from peeling potatoes in the friary kitchen to mixing 
cement at the novitiate grounds at Cumberland, R.L. 

This introductory vear in a religious house is 
marked by a spirit of complete simplicity in which 
a young man who desires to give all to God freely 
makes himself dependent, even in the smallest de- 
tails, on the permissions of the Father Master of 
Novices and on conformity to the common life. This 
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| 
The young candidate receives 
the habit of the Graymoor 
Friars. Then he is given in 


succession the cord with its 





three Knots representing 


verty, chastity and obedience 


On “Clothing Day” 
members of the novice’s 
family and friends are 
present to wish him well 

as he embarks on a journey 
which, God willing, 
leads to the religious life 


“conformity to the common life” is no easy matter 
when so many different temperaments live day in 
and day out in the closest possible association. 

The novitiate is like a pathway directing coura- 
geous young men to the royal road of the Cross. In 
this living sacrifice they attempt, under the direction 
of the Novice Master and with God’s grace, to con- 
quer pride and sensuality, the disordered inclinations 
which are a consequence of Original Sin. 

At the same time, as every Graymoor Friar will 
later admit, the novitiate is a very happy year. Par- 
ents who come at rare intervals to visit their sons 
confess that they have never seen them so completely 
happy. 

During this year the candidate learns to know 
life by practical experience. At the same time the 
Community learns to know the young novice and to 


make a judgment on his fitness for carrying out the 


Getting clothed in the habit 
marks the beginning of a year 
of “basic training” in the 


principles of the religious life 


missionary or other apostolic works of the Com- 
munity. 

No day passes without a sincere Novice striving 
to increase his likeness to Christ and to St. Francis. 
Each day adds one more stroke to the canvas of 
the soul. When the likeness of Christ stands out 
in bold relief, there is nothing beyond. This is the 
sanctity which is the ideal of the Franciscan religi- 
ous life. 

The novitiate is no easy or automatic process. 
Despite all the care and encouragement of the Reli- 
gious Community, it rests in the last analysis on the 
individual candidate’s complete sincerity with him- 
self and with God. It is the individual novice’s deci- 
sion whether he wishes to continue on the way of 
the Cross and accept the highest challenge of Christ 
—“If thou wilt be perfect, go, sell what thou hast 
and give to the poor, then come follow me.” T 
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“I'll be blessed if I can see why ye cant do your 


meditating inside; Angus grumbled. 


“Ain't that what churches are for anyway? I'm as 


brittle as an old fir, it’s that cold I am? 


THE GIFT 


by FLORENCE McELWAIN 


ATHER CARSON stared moodily out of the 

car window at the shadowy trees gliding past 

in the snowy sprinkled dusk of Christmas Eve. 

Beside him, scowling, was big Angus McFar- 
land gripping the wheel of the Father's old car with 
fingers roughened by 40 years spent in lumber 
camps. 

Father Carson flung a furtive glance at his 
friend. Angus was a big man, six feet three with 
bristling hair that had turned a grizzly grey. His 
rugged face grooved in deep furrows, was burned a 
dark tan from years spent in the open. Quite a 
contrast to himself, Father Carson reflected. He was 
tall and slender and only 26. He looked more like a 
young viking than a priest, Angus declared, with 
the blond hair and blue eyes of his Scandinavian 
ancestors. Big Angus often accompanied Father 
Carson on his calls. It came in handy, too, when the 
car broke down, as it was always doing. Angus was 
handy with machinery. Father Carson definitely 
was not. 

Father Carson drew a big breath. “I can’t accept 
that car, Angus. I'm sorry but it’s too much for all 
of you to do.” 


E CAN!” Angus thundered and pounded the wheel. 

“And by all the saints, ye will.” He slammed 
on the brakes and the car skidded to a stop under a 
maple spreading its naked branches over the deeply 
rutted road below. 

“But...” Father Carson began. 

“Don't ye go abutting me!” Angus shouted. “Ye 
do the listening for a spell. Might do ye some good. 
Ye get to do the talking mostly and there’s no one 
can stop ye.... / All we can do is squirm about in our 
pews. Now, as I was saying...” 

“I don’t see you squirming,” Father Carson said 
dryly. “I don’t see you. Period.” 
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“All right. All right.” Angus said hastily. “But ] 
would squirm if | went. As | was saying...” 

Father Carson settled back in his seat. Let the 
man talk it out. Then he'd be ready to listen to 
reason. 

“We aimed to surprise ye with this new car but | 
got to figuring... ye just might up and stumble over 
that there pride of yvour’n and fall flat on your fac 
So I up and told ye. Now...” 

“Tm glad vou did. Angus. Because I can’t take it 
You all need the money itll cost. Babies not paid 
for. More on the way. Poor crops...” 


ERE not complaining, are we?” Angus demanded 
W-2. Good Lord’ll see us through. He alway 
has. That’s what yve've been preaching, ain't it? 
Yere always giving to us, whether we go to Mass 
or go fishing. But just let us try to give ye something 
and ve scrooch up tight like ve had a drawstring 
puckered up around your middle.” 

Father Carson gave an exasperated sigh. “I can 
fix up this car...” 

“Ye can not!” Angus shouted. “Old Tom’s the best 
mechanic in these parts and he swore this old con- 
traption’s done for. Complete. That's why we got 
this new one. Now, it ain't much. But when we all 
get through with it, itll be more’n this. Mike’s going 
to put seat covers on it. He’s making ‘em out of 
some old scraps. Tom’s going to overhaul it. Well 
all chip in on the parts, wholesale. And Ned's 
painting it black.” 

Father Carson opened his mouth to speak but 
Angus ignored him. Might just as well try to stop a 
falling tree as to stop Angus. 

“Ye’re going to take this automobile if I have to 
baste ye over the head to knock that pride of your'n 
plumb to glory. I'm sorry, I am that I've had to 
speak to ye like this, ye being — (Cont. on page 20) 
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Room At 
St. Christopher’s Inn 


IFTY years ago, when Graymoor 
was just a tiny struggling reli- 
gious community and still in the 

Episcopal Church, men started to 

beat a path to Father Paul’s home 

on the Hudson, attracted by the 
cross atop his miniature monastery. 

Soon Father Paul began putting 
| them up for a few days wherever 
he had room. But room was some- 
thing Father had very little of in 
those early days. Something had to 
be done in a hurry if these “Broth- 
ers Christopher” were to have a 
roof of any kind over their heads. 

During the summer months of 
1909, Father Paul, aided by his 
“guests,” constructed a log chicken- 
house. That fall, while on a visit to 
Washington, D.C., he was im- 
pressed by a picture which hung in 
one of the government buildings: 
it was the log cabin in which Abra- 
ham Lincoln was born. A_ light 
dawned. Had not great things come 
out of this little log cabin years 
ago? Had not Father Paul a similar 
log house at Graymoor? Reducing 
his train of thought to action, he 
hurried home, and upon arrival at 
Graymoor, “the hens moved out 
and the men moved in.” 

When the “hen-house hotel” 
opened its doors in 1909, it soon 
found itself unable to cope with its 
many guests. One addition followed 
another, then shack upon shack, 
until Graymoor began to take on 
the appearance of a shanty town. 
Father Paul’s charity always seemed 
to win out over his aesthetic taste 
for beautiful buildings and grounds, 
because he never could bring him- 
self to turn anyone away. The army 
of unemployed which descended 
upon Graymoor during the depres- 
sion swelled the ranks of the Chris- 
tophers to such proportions as to 
necessitate the putting up of a 
large modeni building on the Span- 
ish mission style to accommodate 
them. Somehow, during those lean 
yee» When frequently the friars 
themselves wondered where the 
next meal was coming from, Father 
Paul kept going on with his cam- 
paign of limitless hospitality. In an 
extemporaneous sermon, happily 
preserved in shorthand for poster- 
ity, he remarked: 

Today we have 135 people to 
take care of. All through the winter 
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we entertained 75 men a day, giv- 
ing them the same food that we 
ate; pretty good food, too. We 
don’t ask any questions. They may 
come from Sing Sing. And we don’t 
restrict color either, nor do we ask 
if they are Mohammedan, Protes- 
tant or Catholic. They all represent 
Our Lord. 

At the present time the Inn is 
operated just as it was in Father 
Paul’s time. “There is always room 
at the Inn,” day or night, no ques- 
tions asked. Each morning, the 
friars take a roll-call of new-arrivals. 
Each man is asked only his name, 
his needs, and his next of kin. Any 
name will do, and the records of 
past years contain many humorous 
entries. Medical needs and _neces- 
sary clothing are provided. A priest 
is always available for those who 
wish to see him. After breakfast 
each morning, tasks are assigned to 
the men. In this way the men re- 
alize that they are needed, and 
they contribute something to the 
community which receives them. 

Many letters have been received 
through the years from grateful 
men who received shelter. Here are 
excerpts from a typical letter of a 
former Brother Christopher: 

Dear Father, This letter is from 
one of the Brothers Christopher 
whom you have helped at Gray- 
moor. You helped him by provid- 
ing a roof, food, and bed. You gave 
him badly needed solace and 
strength in the Inn’s Chapel. 

The path I chose from a Catholic 
home in the far West to New 
York’s Bowery was long and tor- 
tuous. Today I am one of the thou- 
sands who have been beneficiaries 
of the Inn and the Inn’s benefactor. 
Our Lord’s ever-healing grace thrice 
blesses your gifts, and I am but one 
small proof of the “lost” whom 
your charity helped to “find.” t 

—PASCHAL ANGELL, S.A. 


ONE 





The Gift 
Continued from page 18 

a holy man and all. But ve 
pray to the 


needn't 
good Lord to soften me 
tongue for I ain’t through, yet. It 
would be just a waste of time for both 
of ye. After tomorrow, maybe if need 
be, ve can do it all to once.” 

“I’m sorry,” Father Carson said 
“but I'm not taking that car.” 

Angus looked at Father Carson. His 
blue eves grew steely. “Father, I'm 
going to tell ye something. It’s selfish, 
ye are. Wanting to do all the giving 
Well, the Bible says it’s more blessed 
to give than to receive. Looks to me 
like ve want to do all the giving and 
grab all the blessings, that it does.” 

Father Carson gasped but Angus 
continued. “Just suppose there wasn’t 
none of us here for ye to give to. 
Reckon you'd be short some blessings, 
now, wouldn't ye? Ye wouldn’t get no 
material to build that fancy halo of 
yourn, now, would ye?” 

Father Carson didn’t answer. He 
was too busy trying to quiet the hot 
blood boiling inside of him in a very 
unholy Angus just 
understand, he kept telling himself. I 

an't let people sacrifice so 
much for me. It’s not pride. It. . . it’s, 
why it’s my duty to guide them. This 
is not right. And it’s not pride in me. 
Freddy’s,” Father 
managed to say at last, 


fashion doesn’t 


these 


“Let's go on to 
Carson 
quietly. 

Angus nodded and started up the 
motor. It coughed and sputtered but 
with gentle coaxing it roared to life, 
making the little car shake and rattle. 
In glum silence, they jounced down 
the rutted road to Freddy’s. 

The snow was falling faster as thev 
reached the little clearing in the woods 
where Freddy’s house stood, small and 
alone, with the great dark forest be- 
hind it. A feeling of anticipation 
swept over Father Carson as he visu- 
alized Freddy’s happiness over his 
Christmas gift. Father Carson had 
bought the largest set of log blocks 
he could find for the boy as he had 
only blocks he had whittled and 
smoothed by his own small hands. 
For his mother, Mrs. Brown, he had 
bought a hand painted silk scarf. Im- 
practical, he knew, but that was why 
he’d bought it. She had to be too 
practical all the year long as she had 
to support Freddy and herself by do- 
ing the meager bits of sewing she 
could find in the town. 

“Tll wait out here,” Angus said 
gruffly and pulled the collar of his 
heavy jacket tighter around his neck. 

Father Carson walked up the nar- 
row dirt walk to the house and 
knocked. The door was flung open 


Continued on page 23 
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et It Worry Over Past Sins C H R l S T M AS : 


r both 
f need QUESTION: It seems as though all my life I was bad. I broke every com- 
mandment, even the fifth commandment, but I was only 16 and drunk at CA R DS 
said the time. You see, I never knew what it meant to be loved when I was a child. 
I ran away from home and stayed away from church for years. But since then 
m. His I have gone te confession. I don’t think I'll ever get to heaven, but it’s for sure 
r, I'm I don’t deserve it. For the past couple of years I have been trying to do better BOX OF 14 
selfish, and I'm so ashamed of myself for offending God. Do people as bad as I have $ 
giving been stand a chance of ever getting to heaven? 1.00 
slessed Mr. J. Smith, San Diego, California 
to me 
1g and ANSWER: Many people worry about their past sins, Mr. Smith. Some are 
~ excessively bev Bh, like those who are afflicted with scrupulosity. Order Today 
ngus Other people lack confidence in the mercy of God. Somehow they feel ene 
wasn t that if they oe God, they would not forgive the terrible sins that they have For Early Mailing! 
ive to. 


committed. At bottom, they are trying to bring God down to their level and 
are not willing to admit that God is more loving, more forgiving, more merciful 
get no than they think. Graymoor Press 
aloof A third group has good cause to worry about their sins. They are fearful 


about sin, but don’t want to give up their sins or their sinful state: as those who Peekskill, N.Y. 


‘SSINgs, 


r. He refuse to rectify an invalid marriage or who continue to practice artificial 
he hot birth control. 
a very 


Finally, there are those who are sincerely sorry and who have confessed A beautiful genuine Irish 


doesn't their sins as best they can but who are confused. They believe and hope for 





iself I God’s mercy but the more they reflect on how much sin is an insult to God, Horn Rosary FREE when you 
— © ingratitude for His goodness, and an injury to His rights, the more fearful buy 3 boxes. Send for 

a aa they become. yours today. 

in me. Sin and Forgiveness 

Father It is true, of course, that by mortal sin, one turns his back on God and 

t last, in the place of God substitutes some bit of pleasure, some material object like | ; TT 1 


a a ies 
money, or some gratification of his own selfishness. Such an action is a horrible . : * 
up the HELP the Friars in their 


mockery of God and God cannot do otherwise than punish it with justice. | 





ed but i God, however, is merciful to the sinner who is sincerely sorry for having missionary work 
to life, offended Him. He showed this mercy to Mary Magdalene, the public sinner, : 
rattle. to the good thief on the cross, and to St. Peter who denied Christ. Each of at home and 
down these committed terrible sins. It would have been just for God to have struck 
them down with a bolt from heaven and to have sent them straight to hell. abroad 
as they Instead, the merciful Saviour forgave them completely, wiping away their guilt. d 
woods : . j an 
all and The Sacrament of Penance } 
est be- Anyone, then, who rightly receives the sacrament of penance obtains: SHARE in all the 
ipation 1. Forgiveness from all mortal sins. Such forgiveness includes the remis- rs and qood 
e visu- sion of all the eternal punishment due to mortal sin and at least part of the prays g 
er his temporal punishment. The forgiveness also extends to the venial sins for which works of the 
n had the penitent is truly sorry. 7 
blocks (All sins can be forgiven. But some may object, “How about the sins Friars 
he had against the Holy Ghost? Aren’t they unforgivable?” The answer is that every 
d and sin, no matter how bad it is, can be forgiven if the sinner has true sorrow for 
hands. it, confesses his sin, and makes a firm purpose of amendment. The precise BECOME A 
he had difficulty with the so-called sins against the Holy Ghost is that they run 
rf. Im- directly against these necessary conditions for remittance. How can there be & RA ¥ moe & ® 
as why forgiveness, for example, when one refuses to stop committing a sin which 


be too makes him an enemy of God? Once, however, the sinner drops his obstinancy, § Pa ” koa s r+) we 
he had 


he can be received back into the friendship of God.) 


by do- 2. An infusion of sanctifying grace. By this grace one who has been in the e | 

ng she state of mortal sin and therefore an enemy of God becomes a child of God, a Fer information, write: i 
friend and a brother to Christ, and an heir of heaven. It makes the soul GRAYMOOR SPONSORS | 

is said pleasing to God and gives it a share in the life of God. 

of his 3. A special help, called sacramental grace, which gives the soul renewed Graymoor, Garrison, N.Y. 

s neck. strength to avoid falling into serious sin in the future. It also aids one to 

le nar- perform works of penance for sin. | very Sponsor receives a monthly 

e and 4. A revivification of the virtues that are infused with sanctifying grace copy of the Friars’ magazine— 

¥ open and the restoration of merits that one had before committing mortal sin. tT THE LAMP 





—Fatuer Rocer, S.A. | 
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Listen to 
THE GRAYMOOR 
AVE MARIA 
RADIO HOUR 


Dramatizing the lives 
of the Saints 
Heard over 300 stations 


See your newspaper 
for time and station 








A GREAT NEED 


Used clothing is greatly needed 
for the Homeless Men at St. 
Christopher's Inn. The clothing 
you no longer use will be greatly 
appreciated. 

Address: 


ST. CHRISTOPHER’S INN 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 








Your Last Will 
or Testament 


“It is a poor Will that does 
not name Christ among the 
heirs.” 


Remember the world-wide 
missionary work of the 
Graymoor Friars in 
your Will. 

I give, devise and bequeath to 


the Friars of the Atonement, 


Inc., the sum of 











FREE LESSONS 
by Mail 
Catholics — Non-Catholics 
Learn About 
Catholic Religion 
Special attention given to all 
questions and answers. 
Write: 
Correspondence Course 


Graymoor Friars 
Valley Falls, R.1. 











Children Can Help 


I took her to be a worker in the 
United Nations, knowing all along 
I was wrong. My only evidence 
was that she was riding on the First 
Avenue bus. The evidence against 
me was that she had boarded the 
bus at Fourteenth Street, had rid- 
den past Forty-second without a 
glance at the U. N. Building. 

I probably would not have no- 
ticed her save for what happened 
after the bus had crawled its noisy, 
crowded way up First Avenue. 
Then a colored woman got on who 
was in a most unenviable position: 
traveling on a New York City bus 
with an armful of loaded shopping 
bags and having only two eyes to 
watch over the four small children 
with her. 

The colored woman could not 
have been their mother; she was 
too old, they were too young. Be- 
sides, her age and her tiredness, 
plus her many bundles, prevented 
her from watching the children as 
an anxious mother would. 

It took 10 blocks for the fol- 
lowing pattern to arrange itself: 
in the middle of the wide rear seat 
sat the stooped old colored woman 
perched on the edge of the cushion, 
the better to tend her bundles. To 
her left sat the two oldest children 
wide-eved and bouncing, missing 
nothing of the passengers’ comings 
and goings. The other two, younger 
and not so wide-eyed, squeezed in 
on the other side of Grandma. And 
pressed into the corner, sitting 
primly, was the supposed secretary 
from the U.N., chin high. eyes 
straight, hands quietly in her lap. 

The little, little girl, next to 
the prim but gentle-looking lady. 
began to drowse and slump to 
one side, so that soon her head 
was resting completely against the 
lady’s arm. The lady said nothing: 
she did nothing. When the bus 
bounced jarringly, the little girl 
shifted to get more comfortable. 
The white lady raised her arm, 
drew the little colored miss closer 
and rested her against her body. 
All this movement attracted 
Grandma, who glanced over, saw 
what her small charge was doing, 
and then reached over to pull the 
little girl back where she belonged. 

But the pleasant lady, without 
that appeal to the heroic or the 
grand gesture that could have been 
made, simply put her finger to her 
lips in a hush-hush movement, and 
took the child on her lap and gently 
folded her away into her arms. T 

—DeSaAveEs STANDERWICK, S.A. 
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We commend to the prayers of our readers 





the souls of the faithful departed, and 
particularly the deceased subscribers and 
their near relatives whose deaths have 
been reported to us. Thirty Masses will 


be said for them. 


Rev. Fr. Theodore Zabelka, S.A., 
Sister M. Aiden, Mr. Crippen, 
Ester Moss, Elizabeth Pielechowski, 
Maria O'Connor, Martin O. Ryan, 
Earl W. Lee, Margaret Callahan, 
Mary Durant, James Connaughton, 
James E. Monahan, E. Florence 
Hobbs, Edward Joseph Randall, 
Leo J. Nebel, J. J. McGlinn, Wil- 
liam F. R. Maxa, Clarence E 
Dempsey, Ralph Gangle, Ernest 
Petrucciano, Prosper Donadio, Mary 
Kammerer, Anton S. Blake, Michael 
F. Gerreaghy, Margaret Dunn 
James J. Fitzpatrick, Rev. George 
Dunn, Victor Calandro, Joseph 
Hoeffler, Alexandrince Brown, Mrs. 
Boyd, Harmon Padgett, Mary G. 
Burnham, Miss Mary McLaughlin, 
William Patrick Hilbert, Marie Le 
Veille, William Anderson, Matthew 
Manning, Robert Gerard King, 
Charles F. Lounsberry, Nicholas 
Waxweiler, Alphons Waxweiler, 
Herman Schumacher, Catherine 
Gray, Mrs. E. J. Sullivan, Gene- 
vieve Rider, Leonard Johnstone 
Dora Manion, Sister Maria Vin- 
cent, Rose Hoffmann, Sister M. 
Alberic, Bridget McKeever, Minnie 
Schlarman, Annie Rodgers, John 
Charlton, Susan Britt, Elizabeth 
Alty, Mrs. M. H. Sheridan, Rose 
M. Brittner, Peter Schmitt, Joe 
Cherry, Mary Martin, Anna L 
Dempsey, Julia Salvato, Louie 
Prizzi, Mary Petrucciano, Lena 
Anton, Annie Hartman, Frances 
and Joseph Geresy, Ellen Dunn, 
Dan Kelly, Mrs. Joseph Campbell, 
Thomas Fitzmaurice, Joseph Di 
Serio, Charles Norbury. Mrs. J. 
Burke, Sr., Mrs. J. L. O’Callaghan, 
Marjorie Siefert, Alphonso M. 
Burnham, Homer T. Nelson, Mi- 
chael Brown, Katherine B. Do- 
herty, Eloisa T. Garcia, Ellen 
Hanlon, Catherine Chose, Margaret 
Robinson, Catherine M. Markert, 
James McGrath, Magdalen Wax- 
weiler, Josephine Lorimer, Alice 
Dwyer, Thaddeus P. Werynski, 
Joseph Biggs. 
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The Gift 

mtinued from page 20 

ind a flood of light from a kerosene 
lamp held high ma small boy's hands 
illumined the little wooden porch and 


Father Carson 


‘Mother!” Freddy shouted It’s | 


Father Carson! Merry Christmas, 
Father!” 

“Merry Christmas!” He handed 
Freddy the large package wrapped 
with its white tissue and tied with a 
big red ribbon 

“Ooooooo! Jeepers!” Freddy sucked 
in his breath. “Mother! Look!” he 
cried as a plump little woman came 
hurrving in from the kitchen 

“How wonderful!” she exclaimed 
‘Merry Christmas. Father!” She ex- 
tended a firm warm hand in greeting 

“This is for you, Mrs. Brown.” He 
handed her the little gift 

Mrs. Brown stared Then tears 
tric kled down her round cheeks 
“Well,” she said briskly, wiping the 
tears away with her hand, “vou sit 
down. I’ve got something for vou 
too.” She bustled out into the kitchen 
ind returned presently with a small 
laver cake smothered in chocolate 
frosting. 

“A whole cake? Just for me?” 
Father Carson cried. “Ill have to call 
in my friends to help me eat it!” 

“Shucks!”) Mrs. Brown — scoffed. 
“Never saw a man vet that needed 
help with a mite of cake like this one.” 
But she beamed happily as she sat 
down in an old rocker opposite the 
Father 

Freddy tiptoed up holding his hands 
behind him. Father Carson looked at 
him. “Now what?” he asked. “So many 
wonderful things happen at Christ- 
mas!” 

“Here,” the boy thrust out a tiny 
package clumsily wrapped in crum- 
pled tissue and tied with a green 
ribbon. “Open it. Now.” 

He stood there in front of Father 
Carson, small and tense. as Father 
Carson carefully unwrapped the little 
gift. But when it was open, he was at 
a loss to know what it was. It was a 
tiny figure carved from wood. That 
much, he knew. He turned it over and 
over in his hands. And all the time he 
felt Freddy’s eager eyes on him. Wait- 
ing for his exclamation of joy. “It’s... 
great!” Father Carson said lamely. 
“Did you make it?” 

“Sure!” Freddy cried and dug his 
hands deep into his pockets of his 
blue jeans. “Do you like horses? I do.” 

“Sure.” Father Carson grinned in 
relief. “Sure thing. Why they're my 
favorite animal.” 

“I'm glad,” Freddy said. His face 
glowed with pride. “I didn’t make 


Continued on page 28 




















Commemorative Portrait of 


His Holiness Pope John XXIII 


This reduced size black and white picture can only suggest 
the true magnificence of the life size reproduction of 
Bernard Godwin’s original portrait of the Holy Father. 
The painting was done in the small Throne Room of the 
Vatican during private audiences. The result is a true 
characterization of the Pope that emphasizes his warmth, 
charm and courtly manner. The rich, vibrant tones of the 
Papal vestments add immeasurably to the dignity and 
splendor of the portrait. 


We are pleased and proud to be able to offer to our 
Lamp readers a copy of this magnificent 
portrait in full color, 11%" by 13%" 


Every Catholic, we feel sure, will want this special 
Commemorative Portrait of His Holiness. 


Order directly from the 


GRAYMOOR PRESS 
Peekskill, N. Y. 


Send Two Dollars for each Portrait 
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LETTERS to the Editor 


Correction 
Dear Editor: The article on the Sailors’ 
Club here on the Vancouver docks (Sep- 
tember Lamp) was good. One correction 
should be made. The task of faithful 
coffee-maker at the Club has been (and 
1S be ing} done by Mrs. Melisson, a 
steady benefactress of ours 
Fraternal regards, 
Father Leon Kotsko, S.A. 
St. Paul’s Church 
381 Cordova St., East 
Vancouver 4, B.C, 


Wales 
Dear Editor: I enjoy the Lamp very 
much. The article about St. Winefride’s 
Well in Wales interested me. A native of 
Liverpool, England, I made a trip back 
in 1932 and visited this holy Well befor 
going to Dublin for the Eucharistic Con- 
gress. I remain 

Emily White 


Chicago 


October 

Dear Editor: Congratulations to you and 
your colleagues on the fine-looking issue 
of Tue Lamp for October! 

It is a splendid job, and its quality has 
been remarked on here by several of the 
editors. 

Thurston N. Davis, S.J. 
AMERICA 

National Catholic Weekly Review 
New York, N.Y. 


Editorials 
Dear Editor: Thanks for sending Tue 
Lamp. “Welcome to Emmanuel House” 
was excellently designed. I also like the 
way you handle the editorials. 
Carroll J. Downs, O.F.M. Conv. 
CORDETTE 
Literary magazine for teenagers 
Assumption Seminary 
Chaska, Minnesota 


Rosaries 
Dear Editor: I enjoyed the story in Oc- 
tober Lamp about A Convert’s Rosary. 
About 20 years ago I started to make 
rosaries out of fisherman’s net twine. I 
sent many to orphanages. Now I am 92 
years old. I am sending you one of the 
rosaries. 
Daniel McDevitt 
Philadelphia 


Never Knew 

Dear Editor: I like your magazine very 

much. I especially liked the article on 

why Catholics cannot become Masons, 

because I never really knew before. 

I hope your building program pro- 

gresses, there is such need for it. 
Marguerite A. Livingston 
Baltimore, Md. 


Spotted Sign 

Dear Editor: In the August Lamp you 
have written an excellent article on Sun- 
day Mass in the Parish. Are the two 
pictures with this article taken from the 


inside of the church built on the grounds 
at Graymoor? 

You know I really get a big “kick” out 
of reading articles written by our priests 
for our Catholic magazines and Catholic 
newspapers. They may be living their 
lives in the religious life, but they cer 
tainly do know what's going on in the 
outside world. They are really on the 
beam. Every time I read an article they 
write, it gives me a million-dollar smile 

The sign in the article, St. John’s Ro- 
man Catholic Church, Masses 5:40, 8:00 
and 10:00, I passed that sign just two 
weeks ago and also again last Sunday 
on my way back to dear old Ohio, on 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike, after keeping 
house for my Dad, in his home in New 
Jersey, while my sister had a vacation 

g those two weeks. You can_ be 
sure, I always check the city on the map 
as to just where the Catholic Church is 
located, for me to hear Mass on Sundays 
and Holy Days of Obligation. 

I h ive often wished the re Was a p im- 
phlet printed and_ sold, listing all the 
Catholic churches, addresses and time 


durin 


of Masses, in every city, town, hamlet 
and village in America. Then when we 
travel we would have little difficulty in 
locating a Catholic Church for Sunday 
Mass and on Holy Days. Attending Mass 
to me is more important than having a 


vacation. Estelle Marie Deres 
Delaware, Ohio 


Conversions and Quizzes 


Dear Editor: My sincerest congratula- 
tions for the manner in which the edi- 
torial section of Tue Lamp is treated. I 
am sure that it serves as an enlighten- 
ment for many, as it does for me 

I wish to particularly comment on the 
article “Is Conversion Meaningless?” in 
the October 1959 issue. You mentioned 
that converts to Catholicism will come 
through “prayer, example, and the apt 
explanation at the right time.” It is nec- 
essary to remind ourselves that the part 
we play, as instruments of God, is very 
integral and demanding: and that these 
three elements are not something which 
we may turn on and off, 

Another article in the editorial section 
which caught my attention was “Personal 
Matters” in which is discussed sex in 
magazines. You point out that a charac- 
teristic of good journalism is “a certain 
self-discipline,” and that the integrity of 
a magazine is not necessarily seen in the 
amount of sales. The pressure of dollars 
and cents is what corrupted the TV 
quizzes and is threatening to corrupt all 
our activities. Robert S. Norbet 

Montour Falls, N.Y. 
Puerto Ricans 
Dear Editor: My compliments on the 
article in the November issue of THe 
Lamp, entitled “Puerto Rican Aposto- 
late” by Silvester Alvarez, S.A. 

Such information and sympathetic 
treatments of this Apostolate have a far 
reaching effect. 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. James J. Wilson 
Coordinator 

Spanish Catholic Action 

New York, N. Y. 
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QUIET! Please... 


The other day a visitor, noting 
how quiet our home was, asked me 
the secret of so much tranquility in 
a house with five children. Other 
parents may well have the same 
question. The answer is really sim- 
ple. They were all at their grand- 
mother’s for the day. However, it 
is obvious you cannot send them 
there every day (and I have tried) 
so I would like to set down, for the 
guidance of those less gifted, some 
of my techniques. 

Keeping children quiet is not 
something which comes all at once 
You gain a little each week. With 
some luck you have achieved youn 
goal by the time they are in college 
So the first rule is Don’t Expect 
Too Much. In fact, come to think 
of it, the first rule should be Don’t 
Expect Anything. 

The second major step is The 
Threat. Many 
this. The idea is not to really 
threaten anything, just threaten 
For example. “If vou don’t stop 
that racket Tl...” Never finish it 
This leaves it up to their fertile, 
young imaginations. Of course, like 
any system, this one is not perfect. 
My little five-year-old generally 
adds brightly “ you'll take us 
down for an ice cream soday?” I 


beginners overdo 


often do but this ‘s because of my 
fondness for ice cream sodas and 
really has nothing to do with the 
case. 

Some successful noise abatement 
campaigns use the indirect, or 
through channels, approach. This 
is risky but sometimes it works. 
One parent, generally the father, 
says to his wife “I don’t understand 
why you can’t keep these children 
quiet.” The one trouble with this is 
while it may result in quiet chil- 
dren it can produce an awfully 
noisy wife. 

Of course the enlightened parent 
realizes that children must let off 
steam and therefore arranges games. 
I generally arrange a poker game at 
a friend’s house a mile away. By 
the time you get home the kids are 
usually asleep. 

One perfect solution is to let 
them play in a finished basement 
As I do not have a finished base- 
ment I sent them to a neighbor 
who does and of course that was 
the end of that. 

So you see, these are my meth- 
ods. Now, please send me yours. 

Quick! 

—Joun J. Ryan 
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GOLD MINING TOWN 

You've heard of old Western towns 
being used by movie directors to pro- 
vide a setting for television oaters. 
Greenwood, B.C., is an old gold town 
of the Northwest which was used for 
something different. It became a loca- 
tion during World War II for many 
Japanese people who were moved 
from the Canadian Pacific Coast. 
Since the war, many of these Japanese 
have moved to other parts of Canada; 
but a number of them still make up a 
sizeable part of the population of 
Greenwood, a town not far from the 
American border. 


HOW IT HAPPENED 


When war hysteria caused the au- 
thorities in Vancouver to take steps to 
move Japanese-Canadians inland, the 
Mayor of Greenwood offered to re- 
ceive them. At that time Frs. Benedict 
Quigley and Alphonsus Hoban were 
the Graymoor missionaries caring for 
the Japanese Catholics in the Vancou- 
ver area. These priests carried on the 
arrangements which led to the Cana- 
dian Governmnent’s moving a large 
number of Japanese to Greenwood. 

A TOWN REBUILT 

It was December of the year 1941. 
Mayor McArthur of Greenwood put 
the matter before his Council. He re- 
minded them of their empty hotels. 
He pointed out the vacant windows 
which looked down on _ deserted 
streets. As Fr. Edwin Scullin, S.A., a 
later Graymoor missionary in Green- 
wood, expressed it, “the vacant win- 
dows and deserted streets were 
accusing eyes reminding the Green- 
woodites of what their town had once 
been and what it could be again.” 
Furthermore, as the people of Green- 


SSIONS 


wood were going to learn, the new 


Japanese-Canadians would prove 


themselves to be diligent and _patri- 
otic citizens. In a few weeks carpen- 
ters were sent to transform the old- 
time hotels into family dwelling 
places. All in all, about 1,500 Japa- 
nese moved into Greenwood. 


FRIARS AND SISTERS COME 


At that time Bishop Johnson was in 
charge of the diocese of Nelson, B.C. 
Before long, Fr. Robert O'Farrell, 
S.A., was in charge of Sacred Heart 
Church in Greenwood and soon afte 
the Graymoor Sisters had arrived to 
take care of teaching the youngsters. 
But where would they get a school? 
The answer came in the form of the 
old Fire Hall—complete with even a 
fire-engine. This “fire hall” school be- 
came at once a kindergarten, a gram- 
mar school and a high school for 
students of commercial subjects. With 
Sister Mary Angela, S.A., as Mother 
Superior, the sisters worked overtime 
to make sure that every child learned 
his subjects thoroughly. 

The Pastor of Sacred Heart Church 





R.1.P. 

We ask our readers to re- 
member in their prayers Fr. 
THEopore ZABELKA, S.A., of 
Hasbrouck Heights, N.J., who 
died on November 8 after a 
year’s illness. Father Theodore, 
who was 39, had been a mis- 
sionary in Japan and the Cana- 
dian West for 10 years. The 
funeral Mass at Graymoor was 
offered by Very Rev. Fr. Gen- 
eral and Father Januarius, S.A., 
delivered the eulogy. 




















The old “Fire Hall’ School 





Father Myles Muller, S.A. 


at the present time is Fr. Myles 
Muller, S.A. Besides this parish, Fa- 
ther Myles takes care of the missions 
of Carmi, Beaverdell, Rhone, West- 
bridge, Rock Creek, Midway and 
Bridesville. How does he do it? By 
constant travels in every direction of 
the compass he manages to keep in 
contact with each one of these mis- 
sions and to offer holy Mass at least 
on alternate Sundays. Of course, in 
many parts of the Canadian West the 
priests are privileged to say three 
Masses on Sundays and Holy days. 


A FLOURISHING TOWN 


Although many of the Japanese 
who came to Greenwood in 1941 
have now departed, Greenwood is still 
a busy place. Father Myles has fixed 
up his living quarters and built a new 
place for the four Graymoor Sisters 
who teach catechetics. t 
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College Men 
and 


High School Seniors 
ATTENTION! 
PLEASE! 


¢ 38 students to the priest- 
hood were just clothed 


in the Graymoor Habit 


e By next July we need a 
class of 40 more novices. 


If yc too would like to become 
had 


f Latin, please 


a Graymoor Priest and have 


had no Latin 
Write 


VOCATION DIRECTOR 


Graymoor 5 


Garrison, New York 














Subscriptions 
renewed 
only through us 


The Friars have no men o1 
women canvassing from door 


to door for subscriptions or 


renewals of the Lamp Maga- 
zine. 

Under no condition give your 
remittance fee to a door-to- 
door agent. 

It is to your own interest that 


you renew your subscription 
directly by mail. 
Our only mailing address is: 


THE LAMP 
Peekskill, N.Y. 
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BAPTISM: 
NEW LIFE 


F you have ever been in the home 

of parents who lose a child, you 

get an inkling of the cross they 
have to bear. This, their son, at 
whose birth they rejoiced, whom 
they saw grow in strength and wis- 
dom, is now silent, lifeless in death. 
Although he continues to be the 
object of their love, they realize 
that what they see is no longer 
their son, but a corpse of their son, 
something which must be removed 
from their home. 

“How I would like to work a 
miracle,” they think, “such as Christ 
did for the widow’s son when He 
commanded: ‘Young man, I say to 
thee, arise.” Death would van- 
ish like night when the sun ap- 
pears in the horizon. 

Something similiar to such a 
miracle takes place in the sacra- 
ment of Baptism. Though created 
by God, our soul enters the world 
lifeless because of original sin. By 
the water and words of Baptism, 
God transforms our corpse-like soul 
into a living, vibrant, spiritual 
thing. 

The catechism says that “Bap- 
tism makes us children of God and 
heirs to the kingdom of heaven.” 
By a miracle of grace the dead are 
restored to life and have been made 
members of Christ’s Mystical Body. 
The soul lives in the divine life. 

And by Baptism the sou! receives 
what is called a “character.” St. 
Paul likens it to the brand or mark 
which the soldiers of ancient Rome 
received in order to identify them 
as men of the mighty Empire. This 
mark could never be erased. By it 
the traitor was recognized to his 
shame and the loyal soldier to his 
glory. 

Likewise the character of Bap- 
tism is a seal of God’s ownership. 
By it we are marked forever as 
men of God’s kingdom. By it even 
the traitor and the lapsed will for- 
ever be recognized. 

Because the soul is spiritual, the 
“character” of Baptism is much 
more than a physical mark. It is 
a particular quality enabling us to 
share in the priesthood of Christ 
our Saviour. Through the gateway 
of Baptism we may approach the 
other six sacraments. As members 
of the Mystical Body, which is the 
Church, we pray and worship the 
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Father in union with His divine 
Son. 

In the very first chapter of Gene- 
sis we read: “The spirit of -God 
moved over the waters.” Immedi- 
ately after this light and order came 
into the world. 

Turning to the New Testament, 
we find in chapter 4 of St. John’s 
Gospel these words spoken by 
Christ by the well of Jacob: “The 
water that I will give him, shall 
become in him a fountain of water, 
springing up into life everlasting.” 
A new world is about to begin in 
which the most diverse kinds of 
people will be united in a com- 
mon faith. The entrance to this 
world is through the waters of Bap- 
tism. 

The parish priest or his repre- 
sentative is the ordinary minister 
of Baptism. He pours water over 
the head of the person and says at 
the same time the words: “I bap- 
tize thee in the name of the Fa- 
ther and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost.” 

This pouring of water shows 
that Baptism is a bath by which 
we are washed free of our sins. 
The words show that in Baptism 
we are consecrated to the Blessed 
Trinity—to the Father Who cre- 
ated us, to the Son Who redeemed 
us, and to the Holy Ghost Who 
sanctifies us. In this way the 
Church is carrying out the com- 
mand of Christ Who said: “All 
power is given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all peoples, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost.” 

By this sacrament we are en- 
abled to believe all that Christ has 
revealed, to hope for His eternal 
kingdom, and to love God and our 
neighbor. The water of Baptism is 
truly a fountain “springing up into 
life everlasting.” 7 
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THE CLEATED WARKIORS of the grid- 
iron have turned into the home stretch 
and you would have to go back many 
a vear to find a season quite 
turvy. 


as topsy 


Whether you are pro-conscious o1 
imbued with the old college spirit 
your appetite for thrills, upsets, and 
the unexpected must be satisfied 

From a casual glance at the 1959 
record book it is immediately discern- 
ible that the day of the “breather” 
has been discarded in favor of the 
toss-up” type of football. 

Following the first five weeks of 
rugged competition in all sectors of 
the country only nine major teams 
could still boast a pristine record 
And, just one fitted the more demand- 
ing “un” undefeated, 
untied and unscored on. Adding to 
this list, however, would be “un- 
ranked” and that’s just what Yale was 
despite its remarkable record 

The Tigers of Louisiana State, un- 
defeated and heralded as the National 
champion in 1958, are the only per- 
formers able to maintain a high na- 
tional ranking. This Paul Dietzel’s 
talented array is doing with remark- 
able ease. Following four weeks of 
play the boys from the Bayou have 
extended their winning ways to 14 in 


category of 


i row over two seasons of activity 
and still rank as the No. 1 team 

Elsewhere, however, the look was 
different. Northwestern, for example, 
was pushing her Big Ten brethren 
around with regularity as perennially 
potent Ohio State and Michigan State 
were getting the bounce. Army, Notre 
Dame, and even Iowa had at least 
two defeats in the early season going. 
Yale in the Ivy League is another 
classic example. Cellar dwellers in °58 
the Elis appear to “own” the effete 
Ivies this vear. 

With the advent of new powers on 
the scene, new coaches directing the 
show and new ideas permeating the 
game, the fans are responding with 
ever-increasing enthusiasm. And why 
not? Take the heralded “Lonely End” 
attack at Armv. Nothing in football 
the past two seasons compares with 
this new concept for week-to-week 
thrills. Bill Carpenter, Army captain, 
and the original “Lonesome George” 
may possibly be the finest pass re- 
ceiver in the nation. Certainly he is 
one of the greatest ever to play on the 
Plain high above the Hudson. 

The professional game is just as 
exciting. It is amazing to note that 
not a team in either the Eastern or 
Western Conference was able to main- 
tain a clean slate after only four weeks 


of action. And much like the colleges 
in this respect, many clubs considered 
the doormat of the league, were in a 
lake, for ex- 
ample, Vince Lombardi’s aggregation 
from Green Bay. Moving from the ab- 
solute bottom of the pile with a lack- 
lustre record of one victory in ten 
starts in 1958, Vince had the Packers 
sitting smartly atop the Western divi- 


challenging position. 


sion. Baltimore with the incomparable 
Johnny Unitas still throwing was con- 
tent to trail a game off the pace. 
Jim Lee Howell, New York Giant 
mentor, was able to resolve most of 
his problems after a losing pre-season 
effort and once again appears to have 
the class of the Eastern division. Age- 
Conerly, the ancient 
quarterback, is doing a brilliant job 
for the Men of Mars. He is aided and 
abetted by Alex Webster, Frank Gif- 
ford and Mel Triplett, who run ef- 
fectively 


les Char ley 


when Conerly is missing 
the passing range. 

One item seems certain. Once the 
cleats have been cleaned and_ the 
books closed, the 1959 season will 
rank among the best for the un- 
expected 


30 FOR BERT 


No story on pro football would be 
complete without mention of the late 
Bert Bell, who literally brought the 
sport from a tank town side show, to 
the status of Big League enterprise. 
At age 65, Bert Bell was stricken with 
a heart seizure while watching the 
game he loved so dearly. He became a 
Catholic about six months ago. The 
day he was to be baptized, Joe Dono- 
ghue, Philadelphia Eagles executive 
and a lifelong friend, noticed that 
Bell didn’t have his dentures and said, 
“Don’t forget your teeth.” Bell stopped 


Wilt is now dunking for Philadelphia 





in his tracks. “Now who ever heard of 
anyone with teeth getting baptized,” 
he responded with a grin. 
Commissioner Bell often cited Arti- 
Section 14, Paragraph (b) of 
the league constitution in exercising 


cle 1, 


his authority. “...any action detri- 
mental to the welfare of the National 
Football 
worded 


League, is the way it’s 
Upon news of Bert's death 
one of his cronies said Bert was 
finally guilty of such an action. He 
died. 


STILT THE WARRIOR 


Wilt “The Stilt” Chamberlain is a 
full-fledged professional and the early 
season going in the National Basketball 
Association proves it. The acquisition 
of the former Kansas University stat 
by the Philadelphia 
turned the City of 
entry into the 
title 

The seven foot giant with speed and 


Warriors has 
Brotherly Love 
veut for the 


team to 


action aplenty has found the pro de- 
tenses about as Cas\y to maneuver as 
some of the colleges he confounded 
with his immense size and agility. He 
has been picking off about 23  re- 
bounds a game and it is only anothe: 
night's work to pump in 35 to 40 


points 


HOT STOVE 


Let’s start stoking the baseball fur- 
nace for the cold winter months ahead. 
See where Nellie Fox, White Sox’ 
fiery little second baseman, was an 
overwhelming choice as the American 
League player of the year. This word 
came on the heels ot a prev ious 
announcement that his manager, Al 
Lopez, was virtually the unanimous 
choice for top honors as the top leader 
in the circuit. 

Hank Aaron, of Milwaukee, and Al 
Kaline, of Detroit, won the 1959 slug- 
ging major league championships. It 
was the first for both, and Aaron, who 
also captured the batting title, became 
the fifth player in National League 
history to reach 400 total bases. 

And to further fan the fire, how 
about this one. It might not have been 
the best, but it was the richest World 
Series, player-wise, in history. The 
official figures released by Com- 
missioner Ford Frick showed that a 
full Los Angeles share was worth 
$11,231.18. The previous high for a 
winner was the $11,147.90 pulled in 
by the victorious full-share Giants in 
1954. 

Though the players relished the 
sizeable pay checks they were strong 
in their protests of the hazards in- 
volved in playing in the odd-shaped 
Coliseum. The Commissioner echoed 
these sentiments when he stated that 


Continued on page 28 
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Sports 

Continued from page 27 

he hoped that it would not be neces- 
sary to ever play another series in 
that park. 

Every professional sport, or so it 
seems is suffering from growing pains. 
The Continental League is about to 
be born in baseball. A new football 
loop to be called the American League 
is well on the way to being established. 
All sports are stretching from coast-to- 
coast and border-to-border. But not 
ice hockey. 

Clarence Campbell, president of the 
National Hockey League, slammed the 
door, at least for the time being, on 
speculation expanding his six team cir- 
cuit to the West Coast in 1960 or 
1961. 

“I realize that San Francisco and 
Los Angeles would present a natural 
rivalry,” said Campbell. “But so far 
no responsible persons in those cities 
have indicated 
are also 


There 
many scheduling problems 
that would have to be resolved.” 
Speculation of a westward move- 
ment in hockey was prompted by 
the visit of the New York Rangers to 
Los Angeles in September. 
Meanwhile Montreal, Boston and 
Detroit broke with a burst from the 
barrier and look like the teams to beat. 
Montreal with the Richard brothers, 
Jean Beliveau, Boom-Boom Geoffrion 
and Jacques Plante in the goal look 
strongest from this angle. Tt 


any interest. 


The Gift 


Continued from page 23 


this ear so good,” he pointed to a 
nebulous line on one side of the 
figure. The other ear, however, did 
faintly resemble a horse. The face, it 
could be anything from an owl to an 
elephant. But, it was definitely an 
animal. 

A knock crashed through the house. 
“Land sakes!” Mrs. Brown exclaimed 
jumping up and hurrying to the door. 
She opened it and Angus McFarland, 
stamping snow from his boots, stalked 
in. 

“Merry Christmas to ye, ma’am!” he 
greeted and bowed like a true gentle- 
man, Father Carson thought, watch- 
ing him. “And to ye, laddie.” Turning 
to Father Carson he said, “It’s snow- 
ing harder. We'd best be going.” 

They said their “good-by’s” and 
went back out into the cold night. In 
the car, Angus stepped on the starter. 
The motor gave a snort, then died. 
“Cold,” Angus said and tried again. 
But it wouldn’t even give the hopeful 
little snort. Angus ground the starter. 
Still nothing happened. Muttering, he 
piled out of the car and yanked up 
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Pro and Con 


Nocturnal TV fans who watched 
David Susskind’s Open End dis- 
cussion one evening last summer 
experienced an interesting encoun- 
ter. Two brilliant young American 
Catholic laymen—William F. Buck- 
ley, Jr. editor of The National 
Review and John Cogley of 
Commonweal were locking conver- 
sational horns, and over the alloted 
stretch of time they seemed to 
agree on nothing—except their 
Catholicism. According to the cate- 
gory commonly used to differen- 
tiate overt thinkers today Cogley 
would be labelled a “liberal” and 
Buckley a “conservative.” 

The word from which “liberal” 
comes and 
“human rights;” and therefore in a 
sense “liberal” can be a good word. 
But in his recent book UP FROM 
LIBERALISM (McDowell- 
Obolensky, $3.50) Buckley 


means “freedom” 


goes 
after the professional — secularist 
Liberal who is temperamentally 
dissatisfied with the past, with 
ultimate truth, or wich a_ fixed 
moral code. They can be recog- 
nized, Buckley says, if their en- 


trenched position within the aca- 
demic world or the U. S. intellec- 
tual elite is challenged. 

And challenged it was by Buck- 
ley himself several years back 
when he wrote God and Man at 
Yale—an attack on the secularism 
and economic liberalism he experi- 
enced at his alma mater; and later 
in McCarthy and His Enemies, a 
defense of the late Senator Mce- 
Carthy in which those “liberals” 
who were over-friendly to Com- 
munism were flayed. 

We certainly need to be alerted 
to the dangers which Buckley at- 
tacks. In doing this alerting, Buck- 
ley’s book performs a_ valuable 
function. What with all the Rus- 
sian visits and exchanges, we could 
easily be lulled into a forgetful ac- 
ceptance of a boneless “liberalism.” 
Buckley’s positive conservative pro- 
gram contains several repulsive 
elements. After reading the book, 
I should conclude that the applica- 
tions of Catholicism to political 
and economic life are prior to any 
such “schools” as “liberal” and 
“conservative.” And furthermore, 
a thoroughly Catholic solution to 
these problems would be rooted in 
religion rather than in sociology. tT 

—Ratpu Tuomas, S.A. 











ONE 


the hood. Nervously, Father Carson 
waited. 

Angus slammed the hood down and 
climbed back into the car. He stepped 
on the A tiny sputter then 
silence. He tried again and again. 

“Well,” Angus turned to the Father 
“I told ye it was about done for. 
Reckon I didn’t miss it far. Might as 
well start walking. Four miles. Lucky 
for ye, it is, that ye don’t have Mass 
until midnight. Ye’ll be a mite tired, 
I reckon, but ye’ve got time to rest 
up in. Come on.” 

Reluctantly, Father Carson climbed 
out of the little car. The seminary 
should offer courses in auto repairing, 
he reflected sourly as they started the 
cold walk back to town. 

He knew by the 
dim outline of a deserted cabin. Three 
miles here at the fork of Miner’s 
Creek. And all the time the snow fell 
quietly upon them like the thoughts 
that Father 
There was no escape from either. He 


starter. 


One mile. Two. 


showered upon Carson. 
thrust his mittened hand deep into his 
pockets and felt a hard lumpy object. 
Freddy's Christmas horse. He 
again, the child’s radiant face. Why 
did Angus say he was too proud to 
accept gifts? That he wanted to do all 
the giving? 

“Nothing like a 
and ye in it to take all the big feeling 
out of a man,” Angus said, suddenly. 

Do I really think I'm big? 

The swirled about them, 
heavier now, and they quickened their 
steps. It wasn’t as though he was re- 
fusing to allow people to give him 
things, Father Carson went on. Every- 
body gave at Christmas. It was ex- 
pected of them. Still, wasn’t it deeper 
than that? Deeper than the mad, crazy 
scurrying about from one store to an- 
other? Wasn't it an inner yearning to 
be more like the Holy Babe? And 
people expressed that yearning by 
giving...like Freddy and Mrs. Brown 
had done. And Father Carson had 
accepted their gifts. He didn’t do all 
the giving. 

It’s just that my people are giving 
too much. They can’t afford it. It’s too 
great a sacrifice. Take Freddy, now. 
There hasn’t been any sacrifice there 
except the hard work. Freddy can af- 
ford that. And the little cake Mrs. 
Brown has made for me. She worked 
on that, too. It’s not a case of doing 
more than they can afford, though. 

Father Carson stopped walking. He 
stood still, seeing again the tiny cabin 
with its cheap furniture and Mrs. 
Brown’s tired face. How about the 
sugar .. . and flour? Could they afford 
to give that much? No, they really 
couldn’t spare them. Then, should he 
Continued on page 30 
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O PICS 


WHAT ARE YoU going to give Dad and 
Mom this year? What you give is not 
All gifts mean the same 
thing. On the first Christmas night the 
shepherds were too poor to give any- 
thing but their But it was 
accepted like a fortune. A little later 
the kings came to give precious gifts 
of gold and myrrh. These, too, were 
On His birthday Christ gave 
us the most acceptable gift of all 
Himself. 


One suggestion 


too important 


poomess 


accepted 


Don’t give Dad an- 
other tie! He really doesn’t want one. 
What about that special boy? Or girl? 
Every 
What can 
different 
II vou 


it’s the same old trouble. 
you this that’s 
. and original? 


year 
give year 
have learned to type at 
this. Buy a pack 
paper. Tie it up with a 
bright red ribbon and include an at- 


school this year, try 
of typing 


tractive gift card: “To Dad—four Sat- 
urday mornings of free typing service. 
Claim whenever you need it.” With- 


a doubt Dad will be more than 
pleased and proud. Or you can tie a 
little dinner 
Hang a dishcloth on it with a 
Mom the 


dishes alone for the first two weeks of 


ribbon around a cute 


plate 


card promising you'll do 
January 

Chere is no end to this kind of gift 
And the wonderful thing about it is 
that you can use all the ingenuity at 
your command. Wrap up a sheet of 
homemade instructions. Include a 
little brother 


the handjive. Or buy a home perma- 


promise to teach your 
nent and give the set to your sister 
with a promise that you'll give it to 
her whenever she needs it. 

You can tie up a baby shoe indicat- 
ing that you will baby-sit with the 


younger members of the family on 
any four extra nights. 

If you're a teenager there’s prob- 
ably a special boy or girl. That can be 
a problem when it comes to Christmas 
giving. What could he want? 

You can use a little feminine strat- 
egy here. When you're casually listen- 
ing to his records, ask a few questions 
about the ones he doesn’t have. Make 
them casual questions. He'll probably 
tell later the ones he 
wants the most. 

Question him about the book he’s 


you sooner or 
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FIRST SNOW 


Diligently spraying 

split-level windows 

scissor-sharp evergreens 

and chevvy derrieres 

the first snow 

dissolves all the keen edges 

of late autumn suburbia 

rearranges the landscape of 
the block 

muffles distant turnpike traffic 

and whispers everyone asleep. 

Mary LeyYTON 
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tell 
ones he wants to read, at 


recently. If he doesn’t 


what 


read you 
just 
least you'll know the kind he likes 

If he’s got a hobby of some kind, 
no doubt you know what it is already. 
See if you can find out what additions 
he can use. If he likes to tinker with 
cars, he might not have a good set of 
lug wrenches. 

If Christmas comes up in the con- 
versation, don’t ask him point blank 


what he wants. Ask him what he 


thinks would be an appropriate gift 
for your brother. He'll probably tell 
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you to give something he would like 
himself. The look on his face when 
you give it to him will be gratifying 
Always be on the lookout for clues in 
his conversation. 

You fellows most of 
same ideas for that special girl 


the 
Or 
course, she won't be interested in lug 
wrenches. But if she likes to make her 
own dresses, try this. Wrap up a doll’s 


can use 


dress and include a card. Promise 
enough material of her choice for he: 
She'll be proud to 
wear it In your company. 

How give gifts? 
When is the proper time? There isn’t 
much problem with the family 
family has its own traditional time for 
gifts the 
tree. Some very fine families do it on 
Christmas morning just after Mass. 

What about your boy-friend or girl? 
The best Day 
itself. If it is at all possible and agree- 
able to the the family, 
should arrange to be with him or her 


for 


to make a dress 


should you your 


Every 


opening under Christmas 


time is on Christmas 


rest of you 


a few minutes. That way nobody 
misses the fun and surprise. 

If you use some of these ideas, o1 
better yet 


your Christmas 


your own original ideas 
shopping — will 
longer be a drudgery. It'll be fun. And 
don't forget, the more original your 
gift, the better it will be received. tT 


Henry |. Heckman O.F.M. CONV. 
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TV: IN COLOR 
Viewed from the gun end 
television 
especially in living color 
plus peacock 
on the phosphor-dot plate 
is blue red green 
wonderful. 

With color camera, for example, 
trained on the White House 

Old Glory waves 

red white and blue. 

The white? 

It’s fluoresced 

from red blue green. 

Viewed from the other end 

this manychrome miracle 
generates a sharp rise 

in group blood pressure. 
“Don’t monotonize 

with monochrome; 

maximize 

with multichrome,” he said 

as he reached for the glass of 

water. —Hucu Hiccrxs 
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Tue Lamp will pay $5 for any origi- 
nal poem potent enough to be printed 
on this page. Anecdotes (less than 200 
words) if printed get $2. Include your 
address and the name of your high 
school. 








The Gift 


Continued from page 28 
have refused the cake? Father Carson 
groaned. It was all mixed up 
Faintly, came the sound of bells 
ringing “We Three Kings of 
Orient Are, Bearing gifts we traverse 
afar...” The Wise men had traveled 
a long ways, through many hardships 
to give the Baby gifts. Who knew the 
sacrifices they may have made? 
“What's the matter with ve?” Angus 
demanded, irritably. “Your legs froze?” 
Father didn’t but 
started on sound of bells 
grew closer bhu 
of the falling snow, Father Carson 
could) make the outline of the 
slender steeple of his own little church, 


out 


Carson answel 
rhe the 
Then, through the 


out 


as it stretched up into the snowy night. 
Reaching reaching 
he thought, 
higher 
giving, freely and joyously 


. like people, 
reaching for something 
One way of reaching was by 
like Fred- 
Like [ 


remember- 


dy had done and his mother 
did, he thought suddenly 
ing his own anticipation of the joy his 


gifts were going to give Freddy and 
Mrs. Brown. Yet, he couldn't afford 
those gifts, either, he reflected. They 


would mean beans several extra meals. 
Father Carson’s fingers closed about 

Perhaps 

Freddy and his mother liked beans . 


Freddy’s Christmas horse 
and the other members of his parish, 
Who was he, Father (¢ 
set himself up as judge and decide? A 
bigness filled him and a great humble- 
ness. He looked up at the steeple. Had 
the Wise Men felt something like this 
long ago? 

“Tl be blessed if 


can’t 


too arson, to 


I can see why ve 
meditating inside,” 
Angus grumbled. “Ain't that what 
churches are for? I'm as brittle as the 
bark off an old fir, it’s that cold | 

“Angus,” Father Carson said 
won't have to baste me over the head 
tomorrow.” 

“Glory be!!” Angus slapped Father 
Carson on the back. The Father stag- 
gered. Big Angus never could remem- 
ber that Father Carson wasn’t a part 
of a forest. “Well,” Angus went on “I 
figured a walk might walk some sense 
into ye and the pride out of ve what 
with the snow and being Christmas 
Eve and all.” Angus chuckled. 

Something in his voice, or mavbe it 
was the chuckle, flashed a suspicion 
in Father Carson’s mind. “Angus.” he 
demanded, “what was wrong with my 
car?” 


do your 


ium 


“vou 


“Oh, some wires come loose from 
the spark plugs. Reckon I can fix ’em 
come daylight.” Angus’s tone was very 
casual. 

For several minutes Father Carson 
stared at his friend in the dim light. 
Then gripping him by the arm, he 





said firmly, “I think you need to do a 
little meditating on your own, Angus 
And as you so rightly said, church is 
the place for it, what with it’s being 
Christmas Eve, 


snowy outside and 


and all.” 

“But it’s too early,” 
tested pulling back. “It 

“It’s never too early,” Father Carson 
grip 
friend’s arm, propelled a meek but 
grumbling Big Angus into the warmth 
and light of St. Peter's. + 


(Angus pro- 


said and taking a fresh on his 


Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh 


Continued f pane 


the product had to be 
Palestine by 


brought to 
caravan over long and 
hazardous journeys 

Myrrh 


purposes 


variety of 
Abyssinia it 


used for a 
In Arabia and 


Was 


SL LL LL RE 


TO A SMALL SAINT 


They tell me, Andrew, Wisdom 
took your hand 

And led you, wondering, into the 
land 

Of daylight and the Day. 

Remember, Innocent, our night is 
chill, 

Our Orient is dark, the stars are 
still 


Be with us on our Way. 


Wituiam H. Quiery, S.J 


LPO Se ee 


served occasionally to excite the appe- 
tite and stimulate the flow of gastric 
It was also frequently used as 

tor 


juice. 
religious ceremonics as 
well as in the oil of the priestly 
anointing. The early Egyptians used 
myrrh in their elaborate embalmings. 


IMCelseE 


Che Child who received myrrh as 
a birthday gift from the Magi received 
it again more than three decades later, 
mixed with wine, at the Place of the 
Skull, on the day of His death. St 


Mark would have us know that “the 
gave Him wine to drink mixed wit] 
myrrh; but He did not take it.” The 
mixture deader 
pain, and the Man of Sorrows did not 
want to lose one particle of His 1 
demptive sufferings 


Was an anodyvne to 


} 


Nevertheless, at Epiphany the em 
phasis is Christ’s kingship. At 
Christmas we contemplate the tre 

fact that God has becom 
a human Child; now we contemplate 
the fact that He is presented to th 
whole world as a King 


on 


mendous 


In the English speaking world the 
feast of the Epiphany has been over- 
shadowed by that of Christmas. Gen- 
erally, it falls on a weekday. However 
among the members of Eastern Catho- 
lic rites the manifestation of Christ ti 
the three kings is celebrated with full 
splendor 

rhe focal point of the celebration 
is the Mass—and a glorious Mass it is 
We are lifted out of ourselves by the 


majesty of our King, to whom “the 
kings of Tharsis and the islands, of 
Saba and Arabia” are offering gifts 

If there is any dav in the whok 


year When incense and music is appro 
priately used at Mass, it is today. h 
Ottertor 


procession bearing gold, frankincens« 


some parishes, there is an 


and myrrh 
These, then, were the kingly wor- 


shippers’ gifts of devotion, the Gen- 
tiles’ first return for God’s unspeakabk 
Gift. Very few in our twentieth cen 
tury can match these donations with 


But let not that hold us 
The gold of our loving hearts 


similar ones 
back 
the incense of our prayerful lives, the 
myrrh of little 
are also most acceptable in the sight 
King. This 


exactly what the Magi were trying to 


our daily self-denials 


of the newborn may be 


get across to us when they opened 


their treasures and lavished them 
upon Him Who was both Gift and 
Giver—the One Who made His life 


stable to 


one long giving from the 
the summit of Calvary. 


IF YOU ARE MOVING— 
PLEASE SEND YOUR OLD AND NEW ADDRESS 


Name 





Old Address 





(Street) 





(City) 


New Address 





¢City) 


(Street and No.) 


(State) 





(Zone ) (State) 


Mail to: THE LAMP, Peekskill, N.Y. 
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MOSTLY FOR WOMEN 


DOUBLE LIFE OF A SOAP SUD 


Its CHRISTMAS visions of sugar 


ums dan« e in childre n’s heads \W hat 


lo you see—too muc h to do in a short 
time? 
Chose last-minute decorative chores, 


for example. Will they send you 
scurrving? You can end such anxieties 
swiftly, and easily 
rhat’s right 
vay to 


with soapsuds 
soapsuds! It’s a novel 
holiday 
glistening suds whipped up like snow 


complete projects; 


vill decorate your Christmas tree and 


gift boxes...adorn your creche... 


bring three-dimensional artwork to 


. . provide 
valve for 


our mirrors and windows . 
in effective 


satety your 
oungsters’ exitement. 
EASY DOES IT 
Suds-snow” not only works like 


nagic, it’s as simple to produce as 
ubbing Aladdin’s lamp. All you do is 
pour several cups of packaged soap 
or detergent) and a minimum of 


— OOS SPE ILD SDS 


CHRISTMAS 


Xanthic pools of 


shimmering 
on a stable bleak and scran 


moonrays 


frost flowers etched in silver, 
glimmering 

for a Babe of hour’s span. 

Mary Honora, 


—SISTER O.S.F. 


™ == i i 
Beat with an elec- 


tric or hand mixer until suds have the 
consistency of whipped 


vater into a bowl 


cream—and 
youre ready to decorate! 
FIRST FROST 


Start 
Realistic 


tree. 
bring that 
white Christmas to your evergreen— 
no matter what the weather outside. 
Using a drift 
the boughs of 


Christmas 
suds-snow will 


with your 


spoon, 
utistically on 
tree. 


some “snow” 


your 


If the tree is white, add vegetable 


§coloring while mixing your suds to 


ichieve a beautiful color contrast. (A 
similar “snowfall” provides just the 
tight decor for the roof of your creche 
and on holly and evergreen sprigs 
that surround it.) 


THEN DECORATE 

After “frosting” your tree, complete 
your decoration with distinctive orna- 
ments made from the same_ basic 
soap—but mixed to a stiff, dough-like 


For example, fill a cookie 
thick Then 


circ les ol diamonds 


consistency 


press with these suds 
press snowflake 
middle—onto a 
cookie sheet, and add glitter for a 
Let them dry for 24 
hours and they're ready to be tied to 
the boughs of your tree with colorful 


ribbons or strings 


with holes in the 


sparkling touch 


You can also glue 


them to any flat surface. 


AND DESIGN 


Versatile suds-snow come in handy 
for decorating gift packages, too. Just 
with attractive 


wrap your presents 


paper ... fill a pastry tube with medi 
um dense suds...and you're ready 
to “draw” any appropriate design for 
the occasion—initials, messages, snow 
flakes, candy cane, or what have you 
Place these on the broadest surface of 
your box and accent them with holly 


You'll find 


you've created the most distinctive 


sprigs or miniature balls 
packages under your tree! 

There’s one more happy side to the 
use of snow-suds for the Christmas 
season. They provide a constructive 
your children—a happy 
outlet during your flurry of Yuletide 
activity. Let them have fun decorating 
the mirrors and their 
rooms with Christmas pictures. Armed 
with no more than paint brushes and 
a bowlful of thick they can 
create striking 3-D effects—that wash 
off after the holidays easily as any 
soap does, leaving your mirrors and 


medium for 


windows of 


suds, 


windows cleaner than ey er! 


OTHER IDEAS 


Youngsters can also make Christmas 
gifts from suds! One idea: a pencil 
holder made from an empty frozen 
juice can. First, the top has to be re- 
moved. Then your child colors the 
can, using a mixture of one teaspoon 
of soap or detergent to two or three 
teaspoons of tempera. This is an im 
portant recipe because tempera paints 
adhere to shiny, waxed, or metal sur- 
faces only when soap or detergent is 
added. 

After the paint dries, Junior or Sis 
can design a suds-snow picture over it 
to provide an eye-catching decoration 
—and an attractive gift for any mem- 
ber of the family. 

No matter which of these refreshing 
soap-suds decorations you use, re- 
member to let it dry for 24 hours. It 
will remain bright as frost in the 
moonlight for a Christmas-through- 
New Year's that brings 
cheer to your holiday guests. t 


decoration 





Sparkling white magic is made by 
whipping packaged soap with water 





Small fry keep occupied by painting 
Christmas scenes on a mirror 





By using a pastry tube full of suds, 
you can “draw” pictures on gift boxes 





A young decorator is heaping this 
little Christmas tree with 


“snow” 
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BOOKS 


“Iv’s Nor THE Why? or the What? of 
reading books that cold,” 
writes a correspondent “it’s the 
When?” A hurried look 


at the daily paper on the way to work 


stops me 


And we agree 


and perhaps a glance at the diocesan 
paper on Sunday is about as close as 
some busy people can get to doing 
any reading 
ing we take time out to tell you of 


But with Christmas com- 


some books you may buy, get from a 
club, or just plain borrow from your 
And of other 
books which, if you wouldn't buy, you 
might like to know about their exist- 
ence. 


neighboring library. 


A balanced diet of reading will cer- 
tainly begin with RELIGIOUS books. 
A general picture of contemporary lay 
movements in American Catholic life 
is provided by Catholic Life, U.S.A., 
from the experienced pen of Father 
Leo R. Ward, C.S.C. (Herder, $3.95). 
Faced with the possibility of quick 
death by hydrogen bombs, Fr. A. S. 
Perret, O.P., in Towards Our Father's 
House (Herder, $2.50) has prepared 
for thoughtful Catholics a 
series of non-morbid meditations on 
death. Two books which help toward 
increasing our knowledge of Christ are 
The Hidden Face by Ida Friederike 
Goerres (Pantheon, $4.95) and Friend- 
ship with Christ by Rev. Louis Colin, 
C.Sa.R. (Newman, $4). A new book, 
Mary: Our Most Blessed Lady by Otto 
Hophan, O.F.M. Cap. (Bruce, $4.75), 
lives up to its promise in the preface 
to present Our Lady’s life in a man- 


modern 


ner “doctrinally sound and humanly 
warm.” 

Books which deal with things a 
Catholic should know in the various 
phases of his life are not lacking this 
year. A clear and practical explanation 


of the basic doctrines of Catholicism 
may be found in Msgr. J. D. Conway’s 
Facts of the Faith (Doubleday, $4.50). 

An excellent treatment of 
MARRIAGE is presented in The 
Catholic Marriage Manual by Rev. 
George A. Kelly (Random House, 
$4.95). 

About EDUCATION there is con- 
troversy among Americans. In_ his 
Catholic Viewpoint on Education Fr. 
Neil G. McClusky, S.J. (Doubleday, 
$3.50), calmly explores the problem 
with the clarity of an expert. A frank 
analysis of U.S. education in view of 
the challenge is readably 
given in Fred M. Hechinger’s The Big 
Red Schoolhouse (Doubleday, $3.95). 

Following Pope John’s call for an 


Russian 


382- Che Lamp - THAT att May BE 


number of 
with 
noted One 
Edward Hanahoe 
(Graymoor 


Ecumenical Council, a 
books have 
UNITY. Last month we 
Fold edited by Frs 
and Titus Cranny 
$6.50) 
to the question is found in James V. 
Linden’s The Catholic Church Invites 
You (Herder, $2.50). This Jesuit’s 
book has been called a “hard sell” of 
the one-ness of the Catholic Church 
We Are Now Catholics edited by 
Karl Hardt, S.J. (Newman, $3.95), 


contains the account of four Lutheran 


appeared dealing 


Press, 


A more exhortatory approach 


pastors who took the journey to Ca- 
tholicism. A 
contemporary 


discussion of 
Judaism is given by 
Herman Wouk in This Ils My God 
(Doubleday, $3.95). The famous nov- 
elist portrays the beauty of Old Testa- 
liturgical but he 
reveals his own (and doubtless many 


sincere 


ment ceremonies, 


other Jews’) lack of conviction in the 
teachings of Judaism: “Though I have 





lived as observant Jew, I have 
never been able to pretend to religious 
certainties.” 

The COMMUNIST MENACE at 
home and abroad comes up for discus- 
sion. In The Anatomy of Freedom by 
Judge Harold R. Medina (Holt, $3.50), 
the famous trial of 11 Communists in 
1949 is vividly retold. It this 
courageous judge’s task to bring to 
justice those who aimed to destroy 
the US. the 
same time he had to use the legal 
methods of a free country. Judge Me- 
dina is a Princeton graduate and an 
Episcopalian. Fr. Eleutherius Winance, 
O.S.B., The 
(Kenedy, $3.95), who escaped from 
the Chinese Reds after 18 months of 
imprisonment, presents the story of his 


an 


was 


Government while at 


Communist Persuasion 


ordeal in which he underwent an 
attempted brain-washing. 

Several collections of POETRY have 
found their way to our desk in recent 
Two of Sheed Ward's 
paperback volumes—Testament and 
Other Poems by John Fandel and 
Discovery and Other Poems by Sam- 
uel Hazo are worth a place on one’s 
shelf. I liked Fandel’s careful, cliche- 
less lines—for example, “. . . the holy 
Niagara of the pulse.” Or “. . . simpli- 
fied by adoration.” Hazo is noisier but 


weeks. and 


ONE 


and 


have 


varied themes 


poem 


willing to try 
The title might 
been the one which begins, 


molds. 


“Whatever made Tertullian rave 
or strict Jerome in anger kick 


and ends, 


and ekes from this balked hand 
the twisting filament of words.” 


Then there is the well-known Sister 
Madeleva’s The Last 
(Macmillan, $4). Thirty of the poems 
are about Christmas. Another group 
called “Four Girls” (the four girls whe 
in 1841 received the habit as the first 
Holy Cross nuns) contains “From an 
Afternoon Caller,” “November After- 
“Songs for a Nun’s Cell.” and 
poems in which a casual sim- 
plicity is underlaid with a thorough 
knowledge of the expanse of English 
poetry. 

Finally, 


what’s doing in 


Four Things 


noons ; 
Dirge 


should check to 

FICTION. A _ novel 
which may be classified in the “tough- 
minded” school of Catholic fiction is 
The Devil’s Advocate by Morris L. 
West (Morrow, $3.95). Set in Calabria, 
a region of dire poverty where a cult 
has grown up round the memory of 
Giacomo Nerone, reputed saint, the 
action is principally concerned with 
an English priest, Monsignor Blaise 
Meredith, who is sent by the Vatican 
to inquire into sanctity. 
The best that can be said for Giacomo 
is that his death has indirectly helped 
to humanize the character of Msgr. 
Meredith, the memorable character of 
the book. The Pyx by John Buell 
(Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, $3.50) 
is a more sharply plotted (consisting 
of a search) and reticent novel—prob- 
ably because the characters are big 
city mobsters who talk little. To be 
sure, the story is macabre, but under- 
lying it is a deep sense of things 
Catholic. 

The above two novels should be 
profitable to adult readers aware of 
the weakness and sin which is found 
in almost every walk of life. Such 
types abound in The Devil’s Advocate 
—an agnostic Jewish doctor, the self- 
centered Contessa, and so on, but the 
reader knows where the true values 
are placed. Chapter Six of The Pyx 
requires a 


we see 


Giacomo’s 


careful second (or even 
third) reading. 

We conclude with some sugges- 
tions for YOUNGER READERS. The 
8-12 age group should enjoy Mother 
Cabrini by Frances Parkinson Keyes 
and More Champions in Sports and 
Spirit by Ed Fitzgerald—both Vision 
Books. Rachel Carson’s The Sea Around 
Us has been adapted for younger 
readers by Golden Press. t 
—Ratpu Tuomas, S.A. 





